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Science Perverted 
By an M.A. and Doctor of Science 


SCIENCE, how once I admired thee, 
A beacon of truth and of light; 
My heart is now heavy and harassed, 
To see thee in pitiful plight. 


For many, pretending to love thee 
Yet perverse, have led thee to shame, 
On thee they would foist Evolution, 
Put forward in thy worthy name. 


A calling so high was before thee, 
To trace throughout nature, design; 
The wisdom of God thus fnfolding, 
Proclaiming creation divine. 


Ah, Science, how failing and fallen! 
Ambitious thy glory to win; 

And flattering man for his progress, 
With theories hiding his sin. 


Shall nature forever keep silence ? 
Nay, even the stones will cry out; 
Though man may ignore his Creator, 

A giad hallelujah they shout. 


The manifold works of Jehovah — \ 
In oceans, on earth, in the sky — 

Unite in magnificent chorus 
In praise to their Maker on High!'! 


os 


1See Revelation 5:13. 
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*Wasn’t God Good?” 


When is God good? The question answers itself 
—to anyone who knows God. God is always good. 
But do we always remember this? A business man 
who has been a friend of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
fof-many years writes in a letter to the Editor: “A 
mother said to me upon the recovery of her child from 
a s@r cys illness, ‘Wasn’t God good to give us back 
our child? I was about to agree with her, when a 
thought came to me as never before, and. to her sur- 


prise I said: ‘Yes; but would not God have been just 
as good and just as kind if your child had not come 
back to you?’ Her answer was doubtful and without 
any enthusiasm. It is easy to give thanks and to speak 
of the goodness of God when we are having our wishes 
granted and everything is going our way. But, when 
we realize that we are to thank God for all things, 
we are brought face to face with the serious fact that 
pleasure, gladness, gratification,-are not essential fea- 
tures or factors in thanksgiving. In the midst of 
shadows, knowing that we are to thank him for all 
that we are passing through, we are to find our motive 
and ground for thanks in faith and not in gratification. 
I have learned this great truth in the furnace as I 
was obliged to watch my only child, born with a won- 
derful soul but with a physical foundation too weak 
for any large superstructure, pass through untold 
sickness when a child, see change after change for the 
worse in spite of every medical aid, saw her develop 
convulsions that kept her filled with terror, then a 
mental collapse, and death. Only by faith in a God 
who could do nothing but the right, and holding to it 


“with all the erip in my soul, have I been able to say, 


often in unspeakable agony, ‘I will trust, and I will 
give thanks.’ Does not true thanks spring from faith 
and trust in God, and not from pleasure and satis- 
faction?” This Christian business man’s testimony is 
a true and remarkable one, and is unanswerable. 

is always good. God is always. love. Therefore we 
may indeed, with hearts overflowing with thanksgiving, 
trust and praise, and thank him always. 


x 
Christ’s Death 


Not until we see our Lord face to face can we 
know’fully what his death meant. It is a staggering 
mystery to the human mind, even a mind enlightened 
by the new birth and the ‘Holy Spirit. That Gop was 
willing to dite, and did die,— who can take in what 
that means? God’s Word has told us much of what 
it means. It means life for trusting sinners who 
otherwise would have to die the second death. It 
means fellowship with God for\those who otherwise 
would be eternally separated from God. It means, 


- also, the identification of the Son of God with man, 


and with sin, in the agony that he voluntarily accepted 
when he took the name “Jesus.” This discerning com- 
ment has been made on the mystery of the Gospel: 
“Sin could not die, unless Christ died; Christ could 
not die without being made sin; nor could He die, but 
sin must die with Him.” In those three brief state- 
ments we see the inexorable necessity of the death of 
Christ if sin‘ was. to be done away; the necessity of 
Christ’s identity with sin if he would die; and -the 
glorious fact that, when he died, sin’s death-knell was 
sounded. We are safe with such a Saviour. 


“= 


Better Than Imagination 


Facts are better than fancies. The Bible deals 
with facts, not fancies. The Gospel is built wholly 
upon facts. One of these facts is that all who have _ 
received Christ as Saviour by faith have been taken 
into union with him; his death has become their death; 
his resurrection has accomplished their newness of 
life. Then they are told to “reckon” on this. And 
it is to be feared that most Christians do not realize, 
because they have not dared to believe, the glorious 
meaning of that word “reckon.” Dr. Arthur T. O’Rear 
of the Pioneer Memorial M. E. Church of Oakland, 
Cal. (where a Victorious Life Conference was held 
last July, and another is to be held this July), has 
made the pointed statement: “Reckoning is not im- 
agining. It is counting upon a fact.”’ Many Christians 
mistakenly take that word “reckon” to mean “as 
though” instead of “because.” We are to live as 
though we had died unto sin, they think; the Scripture 
does not say that at all, but tells us to live because 
we have died unto sin. We are not to imagine that 
this death has occurred, but we are to recognize the 
fact that it has_occurred. If a man imagines that he 
has money in the bank, and draws checks against it, 
he is likely to get into trouble. But if he knows the 
money is there, and reckons on it as he draws his 
checks, his checks will be honored. So of the death 
to sin that Christ has accomplished in every believer. 
God says it is a fact. God authorizes us to reckon on 
it; indeed, God commands us to count upon this fact 
and live yng 2 5 Is it not time we stopped imag- 
ining and began believing? 


The Testimony of a German Philologist 


published in 1926 by the Wurtemburg Bible 

Society. It was the work of Professor Dr. Her- 
mann Menge, a philologist and educator, and much sur- 
prise was expressed that oné of his well-known activ- 
ities in the exclusively secular field of learning should 
have turned to this arduous religious undertaking. 
Misgivings, too,. were felt by Wurtemburg Christians. 
They were anxious ‘to know whether the new transla- 
tion did justice to the evangelical faith. 

Professor Menge was therefore appealed to to give 
his reasons for this excursion into the field of Chris- 
tian research and testimony. This he did, though with 
certain hesitation as of one reluctant to lay bare the 
secret places of the heart. 

First he tells of his early years. Brought up in a 
Christian family, he was educated in the gymnasium 
at Brunswick and at the University of Goettingen, 
was an upright youth and well trained in scientific 
lines. But “the arid and chilling. Modernism” of the 
time had an unfavorable influence on him, making 
him, as he says, “a mere Christianized child of the 
world” whose thinking and conduct conformed only 
outwardly to the demands of Christ, resting as they 
did on a wholly unsatisfactory theism. For he had 
no adequate conception of the divine nature of the 
Lord Jesus. 

. “The one of education whom I met in my youth 
and early manhood, including teachers and clergy, 
were, if_not actually unbelievers, yet one and all with- 
out real belief. Pietists and Spirit-filled ‘Alliance 

’ had not come within the range of my acquaint- 
ance. No wonder, then, that when I entered on my 


A NEW translation of the Bible into German was 


work as teacher I was a mere ‘small-edition Christian,’ - 


a man with but a Christian veneer, and that I re- 
mained such for a great part of my life. I thought I 
had a right to consider myself satisfactory to God. 
I was looked on by the world as a respectable person. 
I stood on a friendly footing with the church and its 
servants, went to communion, insisted that morning 
prayers should be held in the academies under my care, 
and laid great stress on their being considered Chris- 
tian schools. Yet the true essence of Christianity was 
wholly alien to me, and, though I often turned to the 
Bible for suitable verses for school use, I was yet com- 
pletely ignorant of its contents. It was to me indeed 
a book sealed with seven seals. 

“Incredible is it, yet true, that up to my sixtieth 
birthday I had never read a chapter in the Greek 
New Testament, and of the Gospel of John knew 
hardly more than the story of Jesus’ talk with Nico- 
demus. The contents of Paul’s Epistles were wholly 
unstudied, and at church the meaning of the Scrip- 
ture reading often passed entirely by me. Of the 
greatness and evil of human sin I had no appreciation ; 
nor of the need. of conversion, nor of the work and 
merits of the Son of God, of the meaning of his death 
and resurrection. In short, I had no idea of’ real 
Christianity. My spiritual state was that of all ‘Chris- 
tianized children of the world,’ to whom the greatest 
number of the so-called educated class of today belong. 

“How did the heavenly Father’s love waken me out 
of spiritual death and lead me into a new life? The 
most striking fact was that there was no stidden 
change but a slow and gradual one. I had no Damas- 
cus experience as Paul and Augustine, or as two dear 
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pupils who years ago announced their conversion to 
me with shining faces. Indeed, so gradual was the 
change which the Spirit was effecting that I scarce 
understood what was going on. ‘ tia 

“One autumn evening in 1899, when in the quiet of 
my office I was busied with the selections for school 
prayers, there came to my consciousness such a deep 
conviction of my ignorance of the Bible that I was 
overcome with shame and determined to dedicate all 
my powers to the study of the New ‘Testament. I 
asked for God’s help, and for the first time in my life 
started to read in the Greek Testament. After laying 
down my teaching work in 1900 I gave myself wholly 
to Scripture study to which I felt an increasing call. 
I worked through the entire New Testament text, pen 
in hand. Many sections I translated even to six times 
before getting a satisfactory result. The principles 
to be followed in a work of this kind gradually be- 
came clear to me. After some years I had finished 
the historical books of the New Testament and deter- 
mined to complete the work in the hope of serving 
those who were as spiritually needy as I had been. 
With this end in view I can truly say I spared neither 
time nor effort. 

“The heavenly Father, who had helped me so cer- 
tainly in my work, now subjected me-to a severe test. 
A publisher was found who was enthusiastic for the 
enterprise and issued the New Testament in a splendid 
illustrated edition, but there. was no sale and he soon 
abandoned me. Then I was convinced by an unmistak- 
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able inner voice that I should complete the work by a 
translation of the Old Testament. My friends sought 
to dissuade me from this ‘clearly hopeless’ undertaking. 
Nevertheless I continued day and night for more than 
twelve years, dead now to the outside world. I had an 
adequate knowledge of Hebrew, and my long philolog- 
ical experience enabled me to work over every single 
verse in the Old and New Testament canon anew. The 
result was a work which has received the commenda- 
tion of the competent. 

“In 1922 I tied up this manuscript and put it in my 
desk drawer, despairing ever of finding a publisher. 
Yet I rejoiced with my whole heart over the precious 
spiritual values which this incessant study of Holy 
Scripture had brought to my inner man. There was a 
mighty change for the better indeed from the time 
when I belonged to the great multitude of groping 
Weltkinder (‘‘world-children”) who, smitten with spir- 
itual blindness, walk in darkness. My eyes - were 
opened. I saw now with absolute clearness how God 
from the beginning on had passed from the election 
and guidance of Israel to the salvation of humanity. 
Light had arisen in my heart. I now saw in my Sav- 
iour the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and realized 
that there is no other name given among men whereby 
we must be saved. 

“Was I not richly repaid by this heart experience? 

“My Bible translation was accepted by the Wurtem- 
burg Bible Society and, after the trying inflation period, 
was duly printed.” 





Why Good Works Cannot Save Us 


You make the statement that good works are not 
counted in the kingdom of Heaven, or rather, we are 


not saved by good works. How about one who takes 
a child a mother does not want, bringing it up in 
the strait and narrow way; about the dear mission- 
ary who gives up all to go out and save the poor 
heathen; and how about the Good Samaritans, — are 
all these not to be counted worthy in the kingdom? 
If this is true, then I for one would have to be con- 
verted all over again to be shown that works do not 
count. 

You always answer our questions; I feel sure you 
will set me right on this question—A California 
reader. 


Good works in the lives of those who are saved do 
count in the kingdom. But no sinner has ever been 
saved, or ever can be saved, by his own good works. 
Salvation must come first; then good works count 
mightily. Salvation is fellowship with God, actual 
union with God. God is sinless, holy, righteous. 
There can be no fellowship between sin and right- 
eousness. Every human being, since Adam fell, is a 
sinner, “for all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Sin is a fatal poison, 
an incurable disease, if left to itself. “For the wages 
of sin is death” (Rom. 6: 23). It is not a question of 
how many sins a man has committed, or how much he 
has sinned, but whether he has ever sinned at all; and 
the Scriptures tell us that all men have sinned. A 
single sin in a lifetime, if that were possible, poisons 
the entire being fatally and incurably. “For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10). Therefore it matters 
not how many good works there might be in the life 
of the sinner; the sin is still there, poisoning the whole 
life, and making fellowship or union with a sinless, 
holy, righteous God impossible. 

What, then, can be done about it? Only a sinless 
Saviour, who is Man as well as God, Jesus Christ the 
Son of God and Son of man, could do something about 
it. And he did. In his holiness and righteousness and 
sinlessness he actually took the sinner’s place, and “his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree” 
(1 Pet. 2: 24), receiving in himself the death-wages of 
our sins, and thus making it possible for the sinner 
to escape the death-penalty that all sinners deserve. 
Then God raised his Son from the dead in evidence 
that the great sacrifice was accepted. Christ “was de- 
livered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25). 

All sinners who accept this great sacrifice of the 
Saviour in their behalf are saved. God pledges us 
his Word for this, “That if thou. shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath ‘raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

This, then, is God’s answer to the question why 
sinners cannot be saved by their own good works. 
Not what they do for God, but what God does for 
them, is the secret of their salvation. “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph, 2:8, 9). 

Having thus been saved, not by our good works 








but By God’s grace, we are to live henceforth lives 
filled with good works, cleansed and empowered by 
Christ himself to do this. Such good works, done in 
gratitude to God for his salvation, and accomplished 
by the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, are in- 
deed counted in the kingdom and will be rewarded by 
the Lord himself. Rewards are earned by the good 
works of those who are saved; salvation is never 
earned, but is God’s free gift to be accepted by faith 
alone. Concerning the good works of the saved, we 
read: “For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat.of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 


x 
The Danger of Hasty Conclusions 


I have just read the article by the reader 
in THE Sunpay Scuoot Times, and I am very sorry 
he has so wronged the man he wrote about. ... The 
facts as stated by this reader are not all correct... . 
I cannot tell you how my heart aches over the article. 
I cannot see how the reader could be so blind. 
Please do be careful what you put into your paper 
when anyone’s character is at stake. I am simply 
sick over this wrong. I love THE SuNnpay ScHOOL 
pe and know you did not realize or know the 
acts. 


Thus wrote an earnest reader of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMES concerning a publisfied letter from an- 
other reader, who sought light on a personal problem. 
The Editor wrote to the one who was so distressed 
and asked whether it was not possible that she had 
mistaken the identity of the person referred to in the 
published communication; he also asked for the name 
and address of the person who she felt so sure was 
referred to. When this was given it. was discovered 
that the person referred to was some one else, of 
another name, and living in another city. The troubled 
reader’s fears were groundless, and she was glad to 
be assured that no injustice had been done. 





Some time before this a prayer need had been. 


mentioned in another department of THE Sunpay 
ScHoo, Trmes. A Christian woman who is a warm 
friend of the paper called on the Editor to protest 
against the injustice that had been done in thus ex- 
ploiting a private matter of her own by asking 
- readers to pray for her case. But upon inquiry it was 
found that the writer who had mentioned the prayer 
need was referring to another matter, and in another 
city. 

From experiences of this sort, through which God’s 
children often suffer needlessly, is it not well to re- 
member that. word from God himself, “He that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste”? (Isa. 28:16.) When 
we feel sure that. we have been injured, or unjustly 
criticized, or treated unfairly in any way it may help 
first of all to remember that we may be mistaken in 
our understanding of the matter, and that what seems 
like a slight, or a criticism, or even a grave injury may 
not be so at all. It may be the Adversary, as an angel 
of light, seeking to stir us up and throw us into con- 
fusion, or resentment, or discouragement. “He. that 
believeth shall not make haste.” Always it is safe to 
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“wait on the Lord” in such circumstances. If indeed 
we have not misunderstood the matter, and something 
has occurred that is real, not imaginary, we may even 
then “be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in evéty, 
thing by prayer and supplication “with thanksgiv 
let your requests be made known unto God nd : 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shail 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”™ 


(Phil. 4: 6, 7). . 
a“ 


Why Was Not This Prayer Answered? 


I am seeking words of wisdom and comfort. Hav- 
ing been greatly benefited by reading many* of your 
articles I am turning to you for help in a time of 
great sorrow. 

Last Sunday we buried our little boy; just two 
years old, our firstborn. Now I am almost at sea— 
adrift. For we leaned confidently on the Word of 
God for his recovery. And right in the midst of our 
prayers and the prayers of godly friends he slipped 
away, after two weeks of intense suffering. 

We are now much discouraged in the matter of 
prayer. For if we could not “get through,” after 
praying as we never prayed before, then the logical 
conclusion is: What is the use of praying at all, 
any more? 

We endeavored to fulfill every known condition of 

rayer, taking refuge in the merits of the atoning 

lood of Christ, feeling no ‘condemnation, confidently 
expecting victory. You can probably imagine some- 
thing of-our disappointment when it all proved vain. 

Any words of explanation or suggestions that would 
help to lead us out of this “fog” will be greatly appre- 
ciated.—A Missouri reader, 


May God’s own comfort strengthen and keep these 
bereaved and sorrowing parents. It is not strange that 
they should be bewildered and confused by the heart- 
breaking outcome of this experience in prayer. But 
in the midst of it all their unknown friends in the 
great family of Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers can 
pray for them that inspired and therefore true and 
unfailing prayer of the apostle Paul: “Grace be to 
you and peace from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the suf- 
ferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation 
also aboundeth by Christ” (2 Cor. 1: 2-5). 

The time will come when these Christian parents 
will be able to say, in the presence of the Lord, “I 
know fully even as also I was fully known” about the 
Home-going of their beloved little son. And while it 
may be impossible to understand here on earth, with 
our limited knowledge, they may be assured that, had 
they had God’s perfect wisdom and knowledge and 
love they would have done just what God did in the 
taking of their little son to himself. God’s answer to- 
their longing prayers was better, more of a blessing 
both to the little boy and to the parents, and more 
truly loving, than would have been the answer on 
which they had set their hearts’ We know that this is 
so because we know God and his love; we know that 
his love in our behalf stops at nothing, that it even 
sacrificed his only Son, enduring the agony of sep- 
aration from him in order that this little boy and the 
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parents might be forever united to one another and to 


We cannot always know in advance what the answer 
to an earnest, sincere prayer of ours may be. 
be just what we have asked for; it may be very dif- 
ferent, Very much better. If it is different, even if 
to our human understanding an overwhelming disap- 
pointment, let us never be troubled as to “What is the 
use of praying at all, any more?” The use of praying 
is that God has asked us to pray,-and God does not 
ask us to do useless things. The Lord Jesus Christ 
taught “that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1). And the Lord himself, in his 
human experience on earth, knew what it was to pray 
in agony: “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done” 
(Luke 22: 42). | 

There were blessings in the life of that little boy, 
and in the lives of his praying parents, because they 
prayed, which would not have been if they had not 
prayed. Of that we may be sure. Some day they will 
know what those blessings were and are. 

God is offering these parents enriched lives, in- 
creased blessing, and enlarging of their ministry to 
others, a deepening of their faith, a strengthening of 
their testimony, through this very prayer experience. 
The Adversary would like to rob them of these bless- 
ings by his taunting and lying words about God and 
themselves. But the Adversary is an already defeated 
foe; and if these ‘Christian parents, “taking the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6:16), will say 
with Job, that greatly afflicted saint of old,—“Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him’ (Job 13:15), 
Satan will flee and the joy of the Lord will be their 
strength, 


It may , 
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Memories of Dr. F. B. Meyer 


Who went Home after he had walked with God 


past the fourscore milestone 


By F. A. Robinson, M.A. 
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the English lake district, Dr. F. B. Meyer 

announced his intention of crossing the Atlan- 
tic on a preaching tour, there were smiles of incredul- 
ity. The idea of.a man in his eightieth year thinking 
such an undertaking possible! But the veteran preacher 
continued, “You laugh at the idea, but two years ago 
you laughed when I told you I was going to Australia. 
I am almost certain that I have to go to Canada and 
to finish up with the United States before 1 go to 
Heaven, and the sooner I get through the betcer. 
He subsequently made two tours instead of one and 
so greatly did he enjoy the work that all arrange- 
ments had been completed for returning in April of 
this year. " 

Late in February, however, he was suffering from 
a severe bronchial attack followed by heart failure. 
From his bed of sickness he wrote, “God has stepped 
in and made it clear that I must give up the tour to 
which I. was looking forward with so much pleasure. 
He knows best.” On the very day he was to have 
sailed for Montreal, he left for the Land toward 
which he was always looking. During one of our 
quiet chats on his last tour, he said, “I do hope my 
Father will:let the river of my life go flowing fully 
on to the finish. I don’t want it to end in a swamp.” 
And that longing _was granted him, for it was only 
during the last few days that he had to lay aside the 
handful of fountain pens that he kept in constant use, 
and even then he continued to dictate replies to his 
correspondents with his usual clearness. 

Very characteristic of our beloved friend were the 
words he uttered on his last Sunday morning. He 
realized that his departure was near and asked for the 
Rev. H. S. Gammon, his friend of the Regions Beyond 
Mission. “Tell the others I am going Home a little 
sooner than I thought. Then tell them not to talk 
about the servant, but about the Saviour and His 
work.” 


His Capacity for Work 

How often: in his itinerant. ministry have we heard 
him make the same request. He disliked the eulogistic 
introductions that most chairmen desired to give, He 
would plead that we urge them to say only what 
would make the people think of the Saviour. Some- 
times he could not avoid the demonstrations that loving 

hearts. prompted. On one such occasion he prayed, 
“The people are. going to fuss over me in trying 
to make me happy. Oh, my Lord, won’t you give me 
something that will make me a more useful man to 
help them?” 

When on his eightieth birthday he was overwhelmed 

with congratulatory messages, he wrote, “I can only 
lay these wreaths at the feet of our dear Master.” 
_ Few men had Dr. Meyer’s unfailing capacity for 
work. During his lasteAmerican tour he journeyed 
over eight thousand miles and gave from two to four 
addresses daily (including Saturdays) for a period 
of three months. It was with the utmost difficulty 
that he could be persuaded to refuse the almost merci- 
lessly numerous extra requests for “just a few words” 
from various organizations. Occasionally the friend 
accompanying him would absolutely refuse to allow 
engagements to be increased. At such times his face 
reminded one of a child who had been kept at home 
from the Sunday-school picnic. But afterward he 
would say appreciatively, “You were quite right.” 

In addition to the services mentioned, he prepared 
the entire manuscript for one book, wrote several chap- 
ters of another, sent magazine articles and homilies 
away almost daily, and wrote fro.1 five to twenty 
letters by pen each day. 

His remarkable ability to rest quickly is well 
known and doubtless enabled him to carry on the 
immense amount of writing that amazed even his 
closest friends. Every waking moment was utilized. 
One of the latest letters I received was written in the 
vestry of an English chapel during‘a few spare mo- 
ments. 

Sometimes I have known him to be writing an article 
and within two minutes of closing. his eyes he would 
be sound asleep, yet his pen or pencil would be in one 
hand and his pad under the other and I never saw 
him drop either. On awakening, he would immediately 
continue to write with apparently no loss of time in 
‘getting the context. 

_ Nothing rejoiced him more than the opportunities 
‘he had of helping the men in the difficult and out-of- 
the-way places. Sometimes in the Far West we gath- 
ered home missionaries to one center. How- keenly 
fend sympathetically he discussed with them the per- 
plexities of their own fields and what a wealth of 
helpful counsel he was able to give! But he never 


Wie in 1926 at the Keswick Convention in 





“I do hope my Father will let the river of my life 
go flowing fully on to the finish. I don’t want it 
to end inaswamp.” This desire of Dr. Meyer’s 
was fulfilled, for he was eighty-two when on 
March 28 he went to be with the Lord, and 
as The British Weekly said of him, “He lived 
almost to the last day.” He was known the world 
over through his searching messages at Christian 
gatherings, his devotional writings, and his relation 
to such organizations as the Keswick Conferences | 
and the Advent Testimony and Preparation Move- 
ment of Great Britain. -Yet his ministry had an 
even wider scope. Many who knew him on this 
side will be surprised to learn that he was called 
‘‘Firewood Merchant” and “Skipper.” Mr. Rob- 
inson tells of the loving service with which those 
names were associated, and of many other. ex- 
periences that form a beautiful picture of Dr. 
Meyer’s long and fruitful life. 








failed to bring the personal message of a life hid with 
Christ in God. No pleasantries were allowed to have 
the pre-eminence. Most men left such gatherings to 
get away alone and face things out with God. Some 
had been, as he used to say, “working hard for God.” 
He wanted them to work with God. 

As a guest he hallowed every home in which he 
staved. Although accustomed to the comforts of the 
finest houses and hotels in the lands he visited, his 
manner of living was very simple and his ways so 
unobtrusive that he was. perfectly happy and con- 
tented in the home missionary’s dwelling or the humble 
prairie shack, and in a few minutes all the housewife’s 
fears were gone and her heart made glad at his never 
failing appreciation of her hospitality. He adorned 
the doctrine of God wherever he tarried. 

In many communities visited there were those who 
had known him in England and his “Leaves from the 
Diary of My Life” gave great delight. Charming and 
sometimes heart-stirring incidents were recalled ‘in 
connection with his associations with Moody and 
Sankey, A. J. Gordon, Hudson Taylor, and others. 

Moody once stood reading the church announcement 
board. “F. B. Meyer, B.A.,” he read aloud. Turning 
to his friend, he said, “I have a degree, you know.” 
Dr. Meyer knew that Moody had never been to col- 
lege and he wondered. ‘Oh, yes, I have a degree. 
D. L. Moody, O.0.— Out and Out.” 

Shortly before Sankey’s death, Dr. Meyer was 
preaching in New York and on the Sunday afternoon 
went ovér to Brooklyn to see him. The great Gospel 
singer was blind and dying. 

When Dr. Meyer was about to leave him, Sankey 
said, “I’ll have to sing for you before you go.” 

“No, my dear man, you can’t sing!” 

“Oh, yes, I can.” He raised himself up a bit and 
sang from beginning to end, “There'll be no dark 
valley when Jesus comes.” 

Dr. Meyer kissed him good-by and said, “No, dear 
man, there’ll be no dark valley for you and I hope 
none for me.” 


Guarding Against Musical Distractions 


Dr. Meyer was always exceedingly sensitive regard- 
ing the “atmosphere” of a gathering. Frequently 
when people had gathered in goodly numbers before 
the hour of service, he would be restless that they 
should be profitably occupied: “You go and talk to 
them, my friend. Get them singing right away, won’t 
you? That’s a good man! It keeps them from gos- 
siping.” 

He never desired elaborate anthems. In one Ontario 
church the morning music was not to his liking. The 
vocal gymnastics he felt a distinct hindrance to true 
worship. “Why will they sing that sort of thing?” 
he would ask. As we met for prayer preceding the 
evening service, he prayed, “Father, may we strike 
oil tonight”; then remembering the choir selection of 
the morning, he added with an almost pathetic ear- 
nestness, “Help me to be patient while the choir sings 
and let them not distract the people from the message 
we want them to get.” 

, While Dr. Meyer maintained his standing as a Bap- 
tist minister, he was not conspicuous as a denomina- 
tionalist and he was quite emphatic in expressing the 
hope that Christ Church, of which he was Pastor 
Emeritus, should remain independent of any denom- 
inational control, continuing to assist in proclaiming 
the Gospel at home and abroad irrespective of de- 
nominational affiliations. 

While his early interest in Sunday-school and Chris- 
tian _Endeavor work never waned, his outstanding 
activities in later life were concerned with the Kes- 
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wick’ Conference, the Free Chureh Council, the F. B. 
Meyer Home for Homeless Babes, and the Regions 
Beyond Mission. In recent years he also gave much 
of his time to the Advent Testimony Movement. He 
never failed to pay his tribute to the blessing Keswick 
brought into his life, and was grateful for the recogni- 
tion the great Conference showed him in 1928. He 
wrote in late August, “We had a fine Keswick; and 
I was honored to preside at the united Communion 
service of three thousand persons.” 

I never saw him pray at length either in private or 
public, but I never saw him when he was not prayer- 
ful. Nothing impressed me more than his clear con- 
sciousness of the divine Presence. He was always 
facing God, and it seemed as natural for him to glance 
up and in childlike language -ell his Father his needs 
or his longings or of his love as it was to speak to 
the friend alongside of him. 

A very difficult situation of a personal character 
had arisen and several telegrams were necessary. One 
of these caHed for great care in the wording. I sug- 


gested a slight change. “Yes, I think that would be 


better,” and in less time than pen can write the words, 
and while handing the telegram back to me for send- 
ing, he added, “Father, we thank thee for helping us 
to say the right thing; we leave all the rest to thy 
1 ving control.” And he did. What would have been 
a burden that would have given many another man 
sleepless hours had been cast upon the Lord. 

He frequently read his Testament through the night 
hours, so that I became accustomed to seeing his berth 
light flash on as we made long journeys from city to 
city. At breakfast time one morning he asked me if 
he disturbed me turning the leaves of his Bible. I told 
him it was at three o’clock, and that I thought he 
should have been sleeping and not studying. 


Those Who Knew Him as “Skipper” 


He smiled in his dear, winsome way and I knew he 
had received special help. “I had been thinking and 
wondering just how things would turn out; it all 
seemed so perplexing, didn’t it? Well, the Father 
wakened me and said, “Turn to—,’” and the aged saint 
quoted a passage particularly appropriate to the need 
and added, “Oh, my Father is so wonderful and good.” 

During a very strenuous period he grew quite weary 
and said, “I wonder if I am undertaking too much.” 
Later in the day he said, “I was asking my Father 
about it, and he said, ‘Keep at it, I am going to see 
you through.’ ” 

Although we often thanked God for him, yet at 
times I was tempted to think he needed not that we 
should pray for him, for he lived so close to his Lord; 
yet in one of his recent letters he writes, “Please pray 
for me sometimes. I find the Lord Jesus is willing 
to be my Great Friend, but I am so unworthy and 
cannot give him what I would.” 

As we were leaving one of Ontario’s most beautiful 
churches at the close of an afternoon’s service, a very 
dirty hand was suddenly thrust toward Dr. Meyer 
as he settled down in a luxurious car. “Hello, Skip- 
per,” said a rough looking chap. How radiantly sur- 
prised the aged preacher was. “Skipper!” What 
memories the word revived! It was in Lambeth, the 
most densely populated district of old London; Lam- 
beth with its tenements and filthy lodging houses, with 
its sin and shame and povérty, that he had received 
that title. The men “down at the heel,” the homeless, 
hopeless, lonely, despairing men had called him that. 
They went to him because they had a burden or needed 
guidance, and the “Skipper” never failed them. 

“I can’t tell you how my heart was thrilled by that 
word ‘Skipper,’” he told the audience that night. 
“How I want to thank that dear man for calling me 
that in the midst of these respectable people! Oh, 
how I wish I could still do that work! Those crowds 
of rough working men and drunkards and men sick of 
life! I had five hundred of them every Sunday after- 
noon, and, mind you, I never talked politics or eco- 
nomics, but always Jesus Christ and there were con- 
versions by the scores.” 

Although born in one of the loveliest suburbs of 
London and reared in a home of culture and compara- 
tive wealth, Dr. Meyer’s ministry was ever concerned 
with those who among the poor had failed and fallen. 
Indeed, it was that God-given yearning to help such 
that caused him to leave a fashionable congregation 
to which he ministered in a Midland city, and go out 
into the streets and there preach for three years. 
Increasing crowds gathered around this man who had 
been brave enough to adopt new and strange methods 
in seeking to win’men to Christ. 

Later on a large hall was built by interested friends, 
(Continued on page 290) 

























































































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

















Encouragements and warnin 














A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








respondent of the Svenska Morgenblad gives en- 

couraging information regarding the growth of 
evangelical religion in Russia, ‘The Soviet aiheists 
undertook in 1928 a special antichristian demonstra- 
tion at Christmas time. Factories were to be kept 
running, also schools, and the Soviet press was mobil- 
ized in a campaign of blasphemy. The demonstration, 
however, failed absolutely. Even the typesetters of 
Pravda, Isvestija, and Trud, the Soviet organs, re- 
fused to work and forced their noisy antichristian edi- 
tors to lay off. Never before, says this reporter; has the 
Christian religion been so active in Russia as now. The 
older sects are prospering, the Molokans of South and 
Southeast Russia, for example, who get their name 
of “milk-drinkers” from the fact that they drink milk 
at Easter and Christmas rather than vodka. There 
are 300,000 of these people, and the young Molokans 
are very active in Christian testimony. Some years 
ago government statistics put the total of evangelical 
believers at one million; now at six miltion. But two 
Russian experts known to this writer affirm the num- 
ber to be at least ten million; -probably considerably 
more. 

Most gratifying is the activity of the young evan- 
gelicals, Taking a leaf from the tactics of the kom- 
somolsti, or Communist young people, they are form- 
ing Christian cells in factories to carry on Christian 
propaganda. They gather together at noon hours with 
short evangelistic talks and win their fellow workmen 
by their helpfulness and kindness. So numerous are 
these Christian young people that they are able to 
defy the Soviet authorities. Often anti-religious street 
meetings are changed into Christian testimony meet- 
ings with song and prayer, as a consequence of their 
participation in them. The komsomolsti are coarse 
and vicious, and the people soon notice the difference 
between them and Christian young people. Some of 
these young people have been deported to Siberia and 
to Turkestan, but the result has been that their tes- 
timony in exile has led to the organization of new 
Christian groups. 

The key to Mohammedan evangelization in North 
Africa is the Jew, according to Mr. H. C. Burrough 
(in World Dominion). He is probably the key to 
Moslem evangelization everywhere, for no one under- 
stands Ishmael as well as Israel. Among the Moham- 
medan millions of North Africa live 400,000 Jews 
speaking Arabic (as well as Frerich and Italian), and 
indispensable to them in business. They claim to have 
been there since the early days of the Kingdom of 
Israel and have been increased by the coming of 
Spanish-Jewish exiles in the fifteenth century and 
later by the immigration of Italian Jews. They domi- 
nate the trade of Morocco, Algeria, Tunis, and Tripoli, 
being the necessary middlemen between the French 
and Italian merchants and the Moorish and Algerian 
peoples. They are also lawyers, doctors, bankers, and 
large merchants. In the Medina, or native quarters 
of the towns, large numbers of Jews, in the local 
costumes ‘carry on their trades as jewelers, shoe- 
makers, and tailors. 

Below the trust of apparent indifference there is, 
according to Mr. Burrough, much spiritual yearning 
and heart-hunger among them. They are enmeshed 
in the net of rabbinical .tradition, and have also been 
affecte@ by Moslem fatalist theories. Their own 
Scriptures are practically unknown to the average 
North African. Jew, and it is considered wrong to read 
them in any other language than Hebrew. Religion 
is regarded as entirely outside the field of women’s 
interest, the rabbis Raving laid it down that “a woman’s 
prayer is folly.” So being ignorant the women are 
often fanatical and hinder their husbands from enter- 
ing the Kingdom. ; . 

Scriptures in Judzo-Arabic, that is, colloquial Arabic 
in Hebrew characters, are being sold by three con- 
verted Hebrews, all natives of North Africa. Their 
journeys are so arranged that every Jewish cénter of 
importance in Tunisia and Algeria is visited once in 
two years. This covers. the region from the seacoast 
to the oases of the Northern Sahara. The sale and 
distribution of these Scripture portions and of mis- 
sionary tracts serve as introductions and give occasion 
for long conversations and impromptu meetings. As 
_ a rule the workers are well received, although there 
are also outbursts of fanaticism: Scripture portions 
and tracts are also sent through the post to outlying 
places. Each year there are more portions sold where 
once few would accept them as a gift. The govern- 
ment gives complete liberty, the Jews are more and 
more approachable, converts made are men of excep- 
tional missionary value. The Oriental speaking to 
the Oriental in the common language of both has: a 


T HE Advance of Christianity in Russia.—A cor- 


power of testimony that no European missionary could 
hope to have. 


Jewish communities in other parts of the Moham- 
medan world may well be used in the divine plan for 
the evangelization of Moslems. There are, for ex- 


ample, fiity synagogues .in Bagdad in the very heart, 


of geographical Mohammedanism. Messrs. Payne and 
Rohold visited nineteen of them, distributing New 
Testaments in some and conversing with the officials 
and assembled Jews. Twelve splendid Jewish schools 
are aitended by 13,000. Jewish children. Nine were 
visited and in the larger arid higher schools Scriptures 
distributed. Not once was a Gospel spurned or an 
unkind word spoken when they gave out New Testa- 
ments on the streets. Leading Jews hearing of the 
presence of these visitors called on them and invited 
them to their homes to tea. Largely attended public 
meetings were also held. The Jews in Bagdad are 
leaders in politics, education, and society, and their 
influence is felt everywhere. 


Mexican Notes.—Mr. Ainley, associated with Mr. 


De Roos, reports that the Tarascans, virile Indians who. 
live in villages about Lake Patzcuaro and who are the > 


present-day heirs of the traditions of the great Tarascan 
empire, are eager to hear the Word. Whole villages are 
ready to open their parish churches for evangelical teach- 
ing. At one place the village chief ordered the church 
bell to be rung, and the Catholic sacristan brought out 
the organ for evangelical services under an apricot 
tree. The school teacher, intellectual leader of the 
place, had previously torn up Christian literature and 
cursed the giver. Now he led the singing. Between 
fifty and sixty people listened attentively. 
_ Mr. Furbeck, who helps in evangelism, is teacher 
in the Presbyterian school at’Coyoacan, and at the 
same time is studying medicine in the national uni- 
versity. He evangelizes on Sundays in market places. 
“I particularly thank God,” he writes, “for the oppor- 
tunity that he has given me to testify of his Son to 
the medical students. They are of open mind, for the 
most part freed from the burden of superstition. But 
they have never heard Christ’s Gospel. Pray with 
me that Mexico may be provided with Christian doc- 
tors. : 

Mr. De Roos mentions a conversation with a Mexi- 
cam woman which bears on a subject recently consid- 





Tearing Down Texts 





The Red city officials of Dresden are imi- 
tating those of Russia and are proceeding to 
remove texts of Scripture from city schools. 
The list of removals is a long one,— The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom” has to go from common school No. 
23; “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” from school No. 6; “ Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you”; “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me’’; “Bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord,” and the like, 
from other schools. A clean sweep is made 
-of the pictures of Christ as the Good Shep- 
herd and generally of all representations of 
Christ. 











ered in THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times. She was a 
very religious woman who was describing to*him 
Limbo, the place to which Catholic theologians con- 
sign unbaptized infants. It is a place of darkness and 
horror. Only once a week is there light, on Satur- 
day, when the Virgin Mary goes down there and<gives 
the breast to all those infants! With such ideas in 
mind it is easy to see why Catholic missions make so 
much merit of baptizing infants on a wholesale scale. 
A special post card representing Christ sitting on a 
cross with head bowed on his knees is inscribed, “I 
weep for Catholic Mexico and her sufferings.” This 
constitutes one of Rome’s strongest appeals in the 
present struggle. Great numbers of: statues have been 
removed from niches in Mexican churches to indicate 
that religion has departed from the country. No esta 
aqui (“He is not here,” that is, Christ) is inscribed 
over altars draped with crape: God has abandoné 
Mexico! : 


———— 


_ The new leader of the Oriental Missionary Society 
is Mr..E. O. Rice, who in 1916 was vice-president and 
director of two important Detroit banks. Later he 
heard the call of God to serve in other fields. April 
27, 1927, he formally consecrated his life in writing, 
signing his name thereto. r.,Rice has engaged in 
evangelistic work. When the ‘call came to him to 
associate himself with the Oriental Missionary Society 
it took the channel of two texts from Acts, which for 
some weeks stood out in his mind with remarkable 
prominence. These were, “And the Spirit bade me go 
with them, nothing doubting” (Acts. 11:12) and, 
“Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, 
doubting nothing: for I have sent ‘them” (Acts 10: 
20). “With these two verses of Scripture, which 
seemed to be somewhat of a double-header, I launched 
forth, doubting nothing and nothing doubting as to 
my own spiritual and temporal needs if I kept in 
God’s plan.” 

The strategy of educational missions is to win and 
train the natural leaders of the nation. It is a worldly- 
wise policy and has been tried now long enough to 
show its failure. It is interesting to learn that the 
Oriental Missionary Society, whose activities are 
purely evangelistic, is getting hold of all ‘classes, “‘natu- 
ral leaders” included, through conversion. Dr. Ride- 
out, now in the East, says that in the Tokyo Mission 
are to be seen the wife of an ex-premier of Japan, 
wife of the principal of the Tokyo High School, mer- 
chants, teachers, and humbler folk One Sunday eve- 
ning a graduate of the Imperial University, now 
professor in a’ TFokyo school, gave his testimony. Its 
mission in Shanghai has held meetings for students in 
a mission university and won converts! So does the 
Gospel preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
Heaven appeal to all classes. Mr. Nakada, head of 
the Holiness Japanese Church, was formerly in the 
Methodist mission, and Mr. Kanamori, associated. with 
it, in the American Board Mission. 


Fruit From the Work of the Los Angeles Bible 
House.—A tired Indian burden-bearer, recounts Mr. 
Cameron Townsend of Guatemala, was trudging along 
the, dusty mountain road between Chimaltenango and 
Patzicia. The sweat-tanned leather. strap on his fore- 
head held in place the weight of the heavy load on 
his back and kept his face fixed ”@arthward. But to 
that cruel badge of serfdom may be attributed a very 
fortunate find which the owner, Vincente Ajsivinek, 
made that afternoon. His hopeless downward gaze 
caught*sight of a bookfet which some one had dropped. 
On the cover he deciphered the words Porciones de la 
palabra de Dios (“Portions of the Word of God”). 
On reaching home he spelled out some passages but 
could not get far, so he went to a Spanish-speaking 
neighbor asking him to explain some of it to him. 
The neighbor soon realized that the book was evan- 
gelical and advised the Indian to burn it, saying that 
the priest had condemned all such literature. “Don 
X., the only one who understood it, was in league 
with the Devil.” 

But Vincente had seen the name of Christ on nearly 
every page and could not therefore believe that the 
message was bad. He knew, too, that Don X. had 
in late years gone through a reformation, so he sought 
him out. X. was overjoyed to read for him, and 
Vincente soon opened his heart to Christ. He aban- 
doned drinking and other vices and bore patiently the 
abuse heaped on a “Protestante.” ‘His wife, convinced 
that he had sold his soul to the Devil, refused him 
admittance to his home and sent what food she gave 
him in gourds to a little outhouse. Never a word 
would she say to him. 

Before his conversion Vincente had been a harsh 
husband, but he now bore all this household contumely 
with patience. His father and mother made complaint 
to the local mayor and had him cast ‘into jail. After 
his release he was obliged to work on the roads when 
his own farm needed special attention, and was 
otherwise abused by the priestly party. But his patient 
testimony bore fruit in the conversion of his wife 
and a united home now gives a united witness to the 
redeeming power of Christ and his Word. 


The Spezia Mission.—Mrs. Pullen, wife of the 
leader of the Spezia Mission, tells of an enceunter 
with another burden-bearer, this time in Italy. She 
was toiling under a pack of 140 pounds, and when 
she stopped to rest Mrs. Pullen asked her if she had 
any comfort in her religion. ‘No, she didn’t. She 


prayed to the Madonna and St. Anthony, but was too 
bad to receive any answer to her prayer.” 

An illustration was drawn from the fact that in her 
town the mayor received the people -who wished to 
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present petitions on certain days. All could have ac- 
cess to him freely. ‘ ; 
“Would she be content with an under-secretary or 
clerk?) os 7 4 $ Pe 
“No, rather not,” she promptly replied. “I’d push 
through to the council chamber to the mayor him- 
self.” 


“Why then not go straight to the heavenly Father 
who invited her through Jesus who died for her?” 

“Well, that’s a good idea, and I will do so. But 
do you not think that the Madonna will be angry if I 
pass her by?” - 

“I told her of the time when Mary said, ‘Whatso- 
ever he saith unto you, do it.’” : 2 

This Spezia Mission has its headquarters in Spezia, 
the great naval base of Italy, but it works out thence 
into many parts of Italy. Its work constantly meets 
priestly apposition. The parents of the children going 
to the mission Sunday-schools are terrorized by con- 
stant visits. The latest move is to get all the children 
in the public schools to go in vast processions to mass, 
thronging with their parents all the biggest Roman 
_ Catholic churches. In the church strenuous appeal is 
made against the mission, but it avails little. The 
Bishop of Sarzanza has removed to Spezia to fight 
the mission, although Sarzanza has been the seat of 
a bishopric for. centuries. Strange to say, feeling in 
Sarzanza, a fanatical city, has swung round in favor 
of the Spezia Mission and in opposition to Rome, so 
that the authorities, to quiet the people, have prom- 
ised them various things, among them an irrigation 
aqueduct costing millions of lire. A few weeks ago 
there was painted in permanent black paint on a great 
wall in Sarzanza, and in letters nearly a yard 
high, a whole sentence stretching some fifty yards, 
_ Viva i Protestanti! (“Long live the Protestants!”), 
a thing never seen before in an Italian town. 


The Gospel is getting a foothold in Rachgia, 
Cochin China, and there are now 120 members in 
the church there. These people live along the river 
Giong-rieng, and the boatmen passing along at night- 
fall linger to listen to prayer and praise coming from 
the many peaceful Christian homes by the riverside. 
These heathen boatmen now call the river Rach Tin 
Lann (“the Gospel River’). 

But further south, in Southern Cochin China, is a 
network of streams and canals with anything but a 
Christian atmosphere. This is Camau, a vast jungle 
inhabited by hundreds of thousands of people. It is 
a favorite refuge for thieves, thugs, and murderers, 
the very toughest of Cochin China, who travel thither 
to escape the long arm of the law. There are no 
roads: communication is by boats. These waterways 
are salted by the inflow of the ocean, so that the people 
have to wait until rainfall before they can satisfy 
their thirst. It is a hot, steaming country. Who would 
go to such a place: and on such an errand as the con- 
version of souls! Only those whom the love of Christ 
constrained to go. Mr. H. A. Jackson of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, stationed at Soctrang, Cochin 
China, has been given a motor boat to take him from 
village to village. He needs help to pay for gasoline 
and other expenses. 


The Heart* of Africa Mission is an evangelistic 
mission. They build no elaborate plant either of 
church or school. THe missionary homes are of bam- 
boo with mud walls and cost but a bagatelle. Yet they 
are sunproof, rainproof, and airy, and health here is 
as good as elsewhere. Nursing work is a secondary 
thing; of industrial and teaching work only that which 
is necessary and which will enable the Christians to 
read the Word. But on evangelism, constant empha- 
sis! God hath set some in the church, first, apostles. 
Here for example is. Miss. Rees, known as the present- 
day Mary Slessor. She stays out ten or fifteen days 
and then treks back to her station, Deti Hill. During 
this whole time she has been at personal work, speak- 
ing to companies whenever and wherever she can get 
them together. “One does not wonder that the 
fire fell in a recent four-day conference, and that a 
thousand natives renounced their sinnings and dedi- 
cated their lives without reserve to -God’s service.” 
This mission witnesses to the invisible Hearer of 
prayer. It gives many God-anointed workers of hum- 
bler education equipment an opportunity for service. 
It is unswervingly loyal to Scripture and the Great 
Commission. It is one of the many faith missions 
that are God-given complements to the wonderful 
Bible-trainmg school movement of the past quarter 
century. It teaches the separating and _ inspiring 
-Blessed Hope to its converts and shares in the suc- 
cession of Hebrews 11 of those who “by faith wit- 

- nessed.” The secretary for America is W. F. Road- 
house, 33 St. Clair Gardens, Toronto 10, Canada. 


/ 


The thirty-eight years’ work of one mission on 
the Congo has made an extraordinary change in the 
women as well as in the men. In the early days when 
the missionary ,arrived in a village the women took 
their children and ran to the forest in fear. The 
missionary succeeds in finding one woman and says, 
“Why are you afraid? I am Mama Did you 
never hear of her?” 

“Yes,” came the reply, “my husband got medicine 
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from you that cured his ulcer. He told me all about 


it. You have a baby.” Then she lifted up her voice 
and shouted, “Women, of what are you afraid? This 


is Mama ——. She,is a woman just like us, and she 
has a baby.” Motherhood is the bond of friendship. 

The carriers sing as they walk through the forest 
paths, “We are bringing you the mother of our tribe, 
the first white woman to come to our town. Two 
pair of twins have been born this year, Their mothers 
are waiting for their white grandmother to come. Then 
they will be taken to the church for their white 
grandmother to pray for them’—and so on indefi- 
nitely. 

“In the old days,” writes Mrs. Thomas Moody, this 
veteran of the Congo, “if we had a dozen women at a 
service we were grateful. Last June about one hun- 
dred miles from the station I had over a thousand 
women at my meetings. The church in the forest. is 
of clay or of bamboo and without equipment, but the 
pastor, Bible women, and deaconesses are aflame with 
the love of Christ. The deaconesses feel responsible 
for the needs of the women in the churches. 
woman said, ‘I married a man who could not read. 
I was ashamed of him. He did not like to be sat down 
every day like a child and be taught, but by and by he 
got interested in his book and was soon able to read.’ 
A harder task was it for a Christian woman to pray 
for her husband who had abandoned her and to include 
in her prayer the woman who had taken him from her. 

“Native women speak at the large gatherings. One 
tells of her work among the Bambala women one 
hundred miles from her home. A newcomer remarked, 
‘I never expected to hear such messages from Congo 
women for years to come. I could not understand all 
they said, but they spoke with better poise and more 
oe than many white women at meetings at 

ome,’ ” 


a ee 





P ries in India seem to be pro- 
ceeding apace with their merger of Christianity and 
Hinduism. In Poona, according to The National Mis- 
sionary Intelligencer, August, 1928, the Christa Sevha 
Sangh unites daily “amidst the rapture of bells and 
incense . . . to worship. the lotus feet of God and to 
pour out their own souls in loving adoration. They 
study the Hindu Dharmashatras and Yogasutras.” This 





Preaching to Angry Mobs 





Mr. George Williams of Bessbrook, Ire- 
land, has recently died, and The Friends’ Wit- 
ness gives an accountof this devoted and much- 
used evangelist. From the age of fourteen he 
became a soul winner. For many years he 
conducted a large children’s meeting on 
Sundays which often numbered six hundred. 
Mr. Williams was also a gifted linguist, 
able to preach during his vacations and after 
his retirement from business in European 
capitals such as Paris, Berlin, Rome, and 
Madrid, in the respective languages of these 
cities. He also undertook arduous and dan- 
gerous Campaigns in Ireland as leader of the 
Open Air Mission of Ireland. With other 
brave Gospel preachers he preached in S go, 
Galway, Athlone, Arklow, Cork, and Lim- 
erick. Often hundreds of police were drafted 
by the authorities to protect him and his 
comrades from the angry Irish mobs with 
their sticks, stones, fish heads, and rotten 
eggs. It was this pioneer work of George 
Williams that opened the way to free open- 
air Gospel preaching in these places. The 
last years of his life were spent in the prepa- 
ration of a ‘Students’ Commentary of the 
Bible.” 











provides “opportunities for adherents of all religions 
to go apart for retreat in an atmosphere favorable to 
spiritual realizations, or samadhi. But above all they 
combine the bhakti, gnana, and karma marga (the 
three ways of salvation according to Hinduism, — 
by worship, wisdom, and works) into one Krista 
Seva Marga (way of Christian service). 

This information comes from a recent number of 
The Indian Christian. It also tells us how some years 
ago the Bombay Christian Council in a new edition of 
their Marathi hymn book included a hymn by the 
Hindu poet Tukaram in praise of his god Vithoba. 
This is number 411 in “Sacred Hymns.” The same 
publication also calls to the attention of the Christian 
public a contribution made by a young missionary 
newly come to India to The National Christian Coun- 
cil Review. After describing an address on the Bhag- 
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vadgita, he continues: “Hinduism is a great faith 
and one worth keeping. The appeal came to us (from 
this Hindu lecturer) .as brothers and not as teachers, 
and none of us who were present failed to respect that 
appeal. On Sunday evening we went to a service at 
the Ramakrishna High School. The Sanskrit and 
Tamil chants, together with the ritual of the boy 
priests in the railed-off portion of the beautiful little 
mandapan, were impressive. in themselves before we 
knew what they stood for, and the moment when the 
sacred fire was brought round to the accompaniment 
of an insistent bell and unseen drums was tense and 
luminous. We felt we had seen real worship and de- 
parted with the gladly accepted gift in our mouths of 
‘meat offered to idols.’ ” 


Brief Notes.—When H. M. Stanley wrote his appeal 
to British Christians to undertake the evangelization 
of Uganda he entrusted the letter to Colonel de Belle- 
fonds who was afterward murdered by the Bari. This 
was the tribe that in 1871 Sir Samuel Baker called 
“irrepressible vermin” because of their alliances with 
the slave-raiders he was suppressing. The C. M. S. 
is flow at work among the Bari and a translation of 
Mark into their tongue has been published by the 
Bible Society.... Dr. Garstang, archeologist of the 
University of Liverpool, now working in Palestine, 
announces the discovery of the walls of the old Canaan- 
ite city of Ai which Joshua. took. . . . The Parish 
Faculty at Oslo, Norway, a theological seminary built 
up by the churches to take the place of the Unitarian- 
ized state faculty, is now twenty years of age. It 
was opened in 1908 with three professéts and fourteen 
students. It now numbers three hundred students with 
five professors. It has placed 165 soundly evangel- 
ical pastors in the Norwegian churches already. In 
spite of hard times and national poverty Christians in 
Norway raised 126,605 kroner for its support in 1927. 
. . . Students of the Northwestern Bible School go 
out in the surnmer evangelizing, conducting daily va- 
cation Bible schools, and working as agents of the 
American Sunday School Union. “One opened a dozen 
communities in northern Cass County that were with- 
out any services of any kind, reaching homes totally 
untouched by the Gospel for many years.” Another 
reported that fourteen of those who confessed Christ in 
the difficult Yola district were lumbermen over. thirty 
years of age. Mr. Ferris of the Sunday-school Union 
describes these student workers as “a splendid corps.” 
... The papal nuncio at Berlin is Archbishop Pacelli. 
The German papers report that he recently made a 
visit to all the places connected with the life and 
career of Martin Luther, —the castle church at Wit- 
tenberg, the Wartburg, Erfurt, and even the grave of 
the Reformer. He is said to have expressed amaze- 
ment at the collections that showed Luther’s vast 
intellectual activity. The last ‘time a papal nuncio 
visited Wittenberg was November 7, 1535. This was 
Pietro Paulo Bergario. He became interested in the 
Reformation, broke away from Rome, and, though an 
Italian, became ,a German pastor. He is buried at 
Tuebingen. . . . Among the directors of the Japan 
Temperance League is General Inouye, commander of 
the Second Division of the Imperial Army. This 
division he has made abstinent, and reports as a 
result decrease in crime and the practical disappear- 
ance of venereal diseases. ... The Methodist college 
on the Monte Mario at Rome is, it will be remem- 
bered, a thorn in the flesh of the Vatican. An organ- 
ization to check Protestantism has been formed, and 
its headquarters established on a spur of the same 
Monte Mario. To it has been given the inappropriate 
name of Parva domus pacis (“the little house of 
ae ae e Disciples of Christ churches on 
the Congo raised last year 108,500 francs, supporting 
therewith 709 of the 723 teacher-evangelists. Sixty- 
one congregations support their own pastors. ... The 
Rev. E. S. Hoppe of Rustschuk, Bulgaria, is preach- 
ing in the prisons of that land, or rather in three of 
the twenty-two prisons. In the past year a thousand 
Moslems have expressed interest in his message. Mr. 
Hoppe thinks the prisons afford a real opportunity to 
evangelize Mohammedans. . . . The English ritualists, 
according to the English Churchman, have got so far 
that they actually sell Roman Catholic literature, the 
publications of the Catholic Truth Society, for ex- 
ample, in the lobbies of their churches. This is the 
case at St. Mary’s, Graham Street, London, and St. 
Peter’s, Vauxhall, ... Tokyo has a large population 
living on boats, on thé canals, rivers, and bay of 
Tokyo. A motor boat and six men working six days 
distributed 17,000 Gospels to this floating population 
on 9,700 boats. . . . Freethinkers assembled in con- 
gress at Rheims passed various resolutions demanding 
among other things the laicization of hospitals and 
compulsory cremation of the dead. . . . Six thousand 
Haitians live on the island of La Tortue, ten miles 
north of Port au Prince, not one of whom can read 
or write or who knows anything of the Gosnel. Their 
time is spent in cock-fighting, gambling, rum-drinking, 
and the worship of evil spirits, whom they call the 
Rebel Angels. _ Alfred Pearce of the Haitian Gospel 
Mission has been evangelizing them. At Port au 
Prince he has formed a little church of twenty-three 
members. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Memories of Dr. F. B. Meyer ~ 
(Continued from page 257) 


and it became a great preaching center as well as a 
piace to which every burdened soul might turn with 
assurance of sympathy and such cu-vpeiaiion or help 
as the case required. ; ae 
One night a jou girl came to see him. “Will you 
please go to the prison gate and meet my father to- 
morrow morning? He is being let out. Up to 
that day Dr. Meyer had not visited prisons, and he 
advised the girl to seek help elsewhere. “Do go, 
urged che girl, “if only some one were there to help 
him, I’m sure he might do better. I cannot go, and 
if no one is there I’m afraid he will soon be in 
prison again.” Dr: Meyer promised to go. 

As I write this incident, 1 see that earnest face 
radiant with memories of what God wrought because 
he was not disobedient: to his Master’s call through 
that daughter’s anxiety. I see the aged preacher 
bending torward in the high-seated chair which a 
friend persuaded him to use in his later ministry. He 
looks at a group of young men near the pulpit. ; He 
rises to his feet a moment and appealingly cries, “Oh, 
my dear young bro.hers, the partnership of Christ is 
very wonderful. He does a deep work in your heart, 
and then suddenly he opens a door. It may be a tiny 
door, just a little ajar, but you push it and that - 
door opens into a larger room that opens into a stil 
larger room, and so on. That is how life with him 
goes on.” : 

He continued his story. “The next morning I saw 
men come out, of that prison and make straight for 
the public house. I said to a man behind me, Is 
this the sort of thing that goes on most days: 

“*Why, of course, governor. What else is a chap 
to do? A man comes out of jail, then goes to the 
public house, and then back to the prison. rrr 

“I went to the governor of the prison. ‘Do you 
mind if I come every morning to try to turn the tide 
from the public house door to the coffee house ? 

“‘Why, no,’ he said, ‘that is what I want. There 
are a lot of people in here for the third and fourth 
time who need not have been brought back if only 
some one had befriended them.’ ” 

From that day on for ten years Dr. Meyer went 
down to the prison gate at nine o'clock each morning 
and had a thousand prisoners pass through his hands 
each year. Hundreds of them signed the pledge and 
scores of them became Christians. He became their 


Dr. Meyer greatly enjoyed telling of how one bad 
man paid him a great compliment. Among even the 
roughest it was agreed that he could be trusted. 
“Governor,” whispered the bad man referred to, “I 
just made a good haul of silver and I’ve got it buried 
good and safe, but if you'll help me to sell it, you 
shall go shares!” : 

Procuring work for the discharged prisoners took 
much of Dr. Meyer’s time. Some were restored to 
former positions, but there were men who had no 
trade, and this ultimately led him to secure a house 
and yard and give such men employment cutting fire- 
wood. Carts bearing signs “F. B. Meyer, Firewood 
Merchant” greatly amused the citizens. But such ef- 
fort as this was only that he might by all means save 
some. As his successor and friend, Dr. W. C. Poole, 
says, “While he did what he could to get a man out 
of the slum, he was more concerned to get the slum 
out of the man.” And for that task he knew only 
the Saviour was sufficient. , 

A few incidents during the last tour may be of in- 
terest. His sturdy independence was a marked char- 
acteristic. Even when he was well aware that his 
physital powers were failing, he almost resented help 
being offered. Strangers would hurry to assist him 
when he came to steps or stairs, but he would in- 
variably withdraw his arm from theirs and the slim 
figure would become a little more erect. His secretary 
wrote me that during his last sickness, and to the very 
end, he would insist on lifting the glass to his lips 
without aid. 

Often he would link his arm in that of a friend and 
lean heavily, but he did not wish any suggestion of 
helplessness to come from others. hen we were 
alone, however, he was grateful for such little atten- 
tions as removing his boots and the arranging of 
pillows. . “Ah, that’s better,” he would say as he felt 
for his Greek Testament or one or other of the trans- 
lations he always carried .in his pocket. “TI don’t know 
why people are so kind to me.’ 

In one city two important church meetings had been 
arranged on a Saturday night. It was decided they 
must be merged, for many desired to hear both 
speakers. The American preacher courteously in- 
sisted on Dr. Meyer’s speaking first’ and urged him to 
take all the time he desired, which he did. I banter- 
ingly reminded him the next morning that his address 
was much longer than usual,—an hour and a half. 
He could scarcely believe it. “Oh, I say! Well, I 
never! I thonght I was neat Heaven, but I don’t 
believe I can be if I have strength enough to talk for 
an hour and a half! It looks as if has some- 
thing for me to do yet. How good he is to me.” 

Many knew Dr. Meyer only through his gentle 
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persuasiveness and quiet devotional expositions. But 
at times he had a blazing indignation that was stirring 
and even startling. I once walked into his room just 
after he had received word of the downfall of one he 
had greatly loved in Christ. It seemed as if he had 
on the whole armor of God and had renewed his youth- 
ful vigor and chivalry and was ready to face the ad- 
versary himself. With body shaking with emotion, he 
was almost shouting, “I hate you, Devil; I'll fight you 
to the very end! Oh, you enemy of men, how I hate 
you!” 

It is a joy to his friends in the United States and 
Canada to feel that his last tour gave him much hap- 
piness, At the close of the trip he said: “The kind- 
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nesses I haye met on every hand since I have started 
on this wonderful journey have almost overwhelmed 
me. I can hardly contain‘my emotion. Often in the 
past I have felt that my cup had been running over, 
but this time both cup and saucer are running over.” 

Perhaps the simple tribute of a housemaid may close 
this incomplete sketch.. I had gone to the kitchen to 
tell her Dr. Meyer was leaving. He spoke a personal 
word about the Saviour. Her eyes were moist as: she 
quietly said to me, “If you only see that man you want 
to be better.” Dr. Meyer wrote'\ many great mes- 
sagés, but none were greater than the living epistle 
for which multitudes thank God. 

TORONTO, 








Is the heart of a child beyond the 
- parents’ reach ? 








Your Child’s 


Inheritance | 
By C. J. Boppell 








“If te hein ’t it in his heart it will mean nothing to him,’’ said a troubled father as he thought over the advice 


and warning he ought to give his son who was leaving for college. 


But it came out all right, and Mr. Boppell 


tells how. This is the second article in the series on family salvation. 


VL.TuHeE Deepest NEED OF PARENTHOOD 


UR Saviour assures us in the Sermon on the 
O Mount that if we with our evil nature are con- 

cerned to give good things to our children, much 
more can we count on God in his perfect Father-nature 
to give good things, and better, and more, to them 
that come to him and ask (Matt. 7:11). In Luke 11: 
13, this same promise is put in a form that opens up a 
vista of deeper meaning. It says, “Much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit.” 

Perhaps the truth here cannot be better emphasized 
than by telling the experience of one known to the 
writer. When a young, and perhaps carnal, Christian, 
the text in Matthew seemed clear enough. He knew 
what “good things” were, and wanted them. But the 
expression in Luke, “give the Holy Spirit,’ was much 
less definite. _ It did not seem so real as the promise 
in Matthew. 

The time came when this man saw his oldest son 
and first-born child leaving home to go away to col- 
lege. 
warnings he should give him. Then came the thought, 
“If he hasn’t it in his heart it will mean nothing to 
him.” 

Ah, there was the question, — “in his heart.” How 
reach his heart? That father came to see that he 
could clothe his boy, he could feed and shelter his body, 
he could even educate the mind and train in conduct 
and morals, but how could he reach the heart? Then 
the promise in Luke took on meaning. The nature 
of the Father had led him to promise through the Son 
this father’s greatest need for his boy, the greatest 
“good thing” of all, the Holy Spirit. Claiming the 
promise for his own, this father has seen God keep his 
promise, and work unmistakably in the heart and life 
of that loved boy. 

We human parents cannot “get under the skin” of 
our children. We do not know what is going on in 
heart and mind. It is not possible, nor is it wise, al- 
ways to be giving advice and directions. God is pre- 
paring these young lives for independent living. These 
clumsy hands were not made to handle souls. A soul 
is a delicate thing, it needs to be handled tenderly and 
gently. If we put hands on we may mar it. Neverthe- 
less, we are not helpless, there is One who knows the 
heart, whose hands are not clumsy, and we can count 
on Him. 

Leigh Rich:nond, author of “The Dairyman’s Daugh- 
ter,” had an oldest son who ran away to sea> For 
two years he was not heard from, but the prayers of 
his loved cues followed him. Then word came of his 
death, but of his repentance and conversion preceding 
it. When his sea chest was received, they found these 
lines composed by him: 


Where vice has held its empire long, 
_ Twill not enaure the least control ; 

Naught but a power divinely strong 
Can turn the current of the soul. 


Thanks be to God he is able to “turn the current 
of the soul” in the children of believers, and he stands 
promised, pledged, and covenanted to do it. He who 
turns the heart of kings “as the watercourses” (Prov. 
21:1), as the Oriental irrigator turns the irrigation 
rill with his“foot, is abundantly able to turn the hearts 
of iets of the covenant in the way of their parents’ 


As this was being written, the writer met this in- 
stance. A mother, recently definitely and happily con- 
verted, was troubled by the desire of her boy to join 
an organization for boys not harmful in itself, but 
which she feared carried locally influences that would 
be injurious. It did not seem right to refuse the boy 
whose heart was set upon it. Instead she took it to 


her heavenly Father; he removed the desire from the 
heart of the boy, and the problem has passed. 





He debated as to the advice and directions and, 


About the same. time in another home a Christian 
father was troubled. A grown son had definitely made 
his plans, which seemed to the father injurious to the 
son’s best interests. It would have been useless and 
unwise to object. It was all settled and decided, but 
that father said in his heart, “Some One else has some- 
thing.to say about that.” It was taken to God; noth- 
ing was said to the boy. When the time came, the 
young man, without urging and -on his own initiative, 
turned his back on his own plan and walked in the 
way he had definitely determined not to go. 


VII. THe Promise OF THE FATHER 

In presenting the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart and soul, the New Testament uses two significant 
words. The first of those words is “promise.” He is 
“the Holy Spirit OF PROMISE” (Eph. 1:13). On 
the cross Christ made it possible for the blessing of 
Abraham in Christ Jesus to come on the Gentiles that 
they through faith might receive “the promise of the 
Spirit” (Gal. 3:14). 

Is not this a word that raises happy anticipations, 
and great expectations? “Promise! Papa, promise?” 
cry the children. If the promise is given, they rejoice 
as though the thing were already possessed. A prom- 
ise is a precious thing, looked forward to, longed for, 
anticipated. So God leads us in Scripture to the great- 
ness and preciousness for ourselves and our children 
of that “Holy Spirit of promise.” 

God’s promises are made to be claimed by us and to 
be kept and fulfilled by himself. The thing you, in 
Christ, want for your child may seem to be humanly 
impossible, wholly unlikely to come to pass. In just 
such circumstances it is said of Abraham, and it 
should be true of you, “Yet, looking nto the prornise 
of God, he wavered not through unbelief, but waxed 
strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being 
fully assured that what he had promised, he was able 
also to perform” (Rom. 4:20, 21). 

You have “the promise of the Spirit,” believer. Can 
you look unto the promise of God, waver not through 
unbelief, wax strong through faith, give glory to God 
for his faithfulness to his | chgae and his ability to 
do it, being fully assured that what he has promised 
he is able also to perform? Remember, the record is, 
“There hath not failed ofe word of all his good prom- 
ise” (1 Kings 8: 56). 

The second of the New Testament words used of 
the Holy Spirit is “Father.” He is “the promise of 
the FATHER.” “TI send forth the promise of my 
Father,” said Jesus at the end of the Gospel of Luke 
(24:49). “Wait for the promise of the Father,” he 
charges them in the beginning of Acts (Acts 1:4). 
What was “the one great thing the exalted Christ 
wanted at the hand of the Father? “Having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,” says 
Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 33). 

The promise of the Spirit is a “Father’s promise,”- 
such a promise as our God with a Father’s nature and 
interest would give. In that promise he met the deep- 
est need of our fatherhood and parenthood. It is the 
need in which, without him, we stand helpless and im- 
potent. It is not alone the promise of the Father but 
of a Father who knows the hearts and natures of 
fathers and of mothers. 

The promise of the Father meets the deepest, real- 
est, inmost need of your child. ‘How often has a 
mother, seeing her child go out into the world, wished 
that she might go, in the heart of her child! She 
could not, but, blessed be God, there is One who can. 
Prophetically pointing to the prothise of an age to 
come, but which has now come, God said (Ezek. 36: 
27): “And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep mine 
ordinances, and do them.” 


(To be continued) 
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LESSON 9. JUNE 2. LATER EXPERIENCES OF JEREMIAH . 
International Uniform Lesson.—Jeremiah 20: 1-6; 37: 1 to 38: 28; \43: 1-7 
Golden Text.—Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.— Matt. 5: 11 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden } 


Foreword 


6 E HAD the sentence of death in ourselves, 
W ti we should not trust in ourselves, but 
in God which raiseth the dead: who deliv- 
ered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in 
whom we trust that he will yet deliver” (2 Cor. 1: 9, 10). 
Jeremiah’s life was one of deepening gloom. He 
was obliged to watch the people and the city he loved 
falling from sin to sin. And he was all the time 
bereft of even the hope that things might improve. 
How deeply he felt it all may be gauged from a glance 
at the Lamentations. Hudson Taylor once wrote, 
“God delights to trust a trustworthy child with a 
trial.’ How much God must have trusted Jeremiah. 
Our last lesson showed us something of the bitter 
opposition he had to meet. This week we have to 
watch the hatred of his enemies reaching its climax 
in the savage demand for his death. 


Verse by Verse 
Jeremiah 38:4-—The princes, Those named in 
verse 1. Shephatiah. This name appears in connec- 


tion with nine different families. Nothing more is 
known -of the person mentioned here.. Mattan. Noth- 
ing more is known of this man. Gedaliah. The one 
named here must be sharply distinguished from the 
other Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam (40:14). Pashhur. 
Two persons of this name are mentioned in the Book 
of Jeremiah, the son of Malchijah (21:1 and here), 
and the son of Immer the priest (20:1). Both were 
bitterly hostile to Jeremiah. Jucal. The same as 
Jehucal (37:3). Shelemiah. Several men of this 
name are also found in the Old Testament. This is, 
however, the only reference to this one. Malchijah 
is equivalent to Malciah. Several persons bearing this 
name are found. The present one is also referred to 
in 21:1; 1 Chronicles 9:12, and Nehemiah 11: 12. 
Perhaps also the one named as head of the fifth course 
of priests is the same (1 Chron. 24:9). 

Let this man ... be put to death. Being confined 
in the court of the, guard attached to the royal palace, 
Jeremiah had opportunities of talking to the soldiers 
on duty as well as to the citizens who came along (37: 
21). To all such he continued to declare the word of 
the Lord (37:6-10). That message was that all re- 
sistance to the Chaldeans was fruitless and would 
only issue in destruction. This was so galling to 
national pride that the princes enumerated in 38:1 
resolved upon Jeremiah’s death. Of these men Jucal 
and Pashhur are known as the confidants of the king 
(37:3 and 21:1). Yet even King Zedekiah himself 
was convinced that Jeremiah was right. Otherwise he 
would scarcely havé sent for him as he did (37:17). 

He weakeneth the hands. The constancy with which 


Jeremiah declared that resistance was useless, since in“ 


accordance with God’s decree Jerusalem was to be 
captured and burned by the Chaldeans, could not but 
make soldiers and people alike unwilling any. longer 
to sacrifice their lives in defending the city.. 

This man seeketh not the welfare of this people. 
This was unjust, because (1) Jeremiah was not ex- 
pressing his own personal opinion but was *declaring 
the word of the Lord; (2) it was not from any want 
of patriotism or courage,-and (3) Jeremiah knew that 
it was only by voluntary submission that the fate of 
the besieged could be mitigated. The courage of the 


people was not a heroism based upon trust in God but ; 


a carnal obstinacy which could only lead to ruin. 

Verse 5.—Zedekiah. The last five kings of Judah 
were as, follows. Josiah reigned thirty-one years; 
Jehoahaz son of Josiah reigned three months; Jehoia- 
kim son of Josiah reigned eleven years; Jehoiachin, 
son of Jehoiakim reigned three months; Zedekiah son 
of Josiah reigned eleven years. Thus Jehoahaz, Jehoia- 
kim, and Zedekiah were alf three sons of Josiah. The 
foreign policies and fates of these men should also 
be remembered. Josiah and Jehoahaz were. friendly 
‘to Babylon; The former was killed, the latter cap- 
tured by Egypt. The last three were friendly to Egypt 
but were all captured by Babylon. 

Behold, he is in your hand. This reply indicates the 
weakness and helplessness of the king against his 
princes and also his own personal dislike to Jeremiah. 

Verse 6.—The king’s son. Probably this should be 
read as a proper name, as the margin suggests. Jere- 
miah sank in the mire. “Compare Psalm 69:2. Evi- 
dently this pit was a very deep one, and Jeremiah must 
soon have died if he had been left long in it. For 
Ebed-melech took thirty men with him to rescue the 
prisoner (vs. 10-12). These men wanted to put Jere- 
miah to a lingering and horrible death. 





Devotional Reading: Matthew 5: 3-11. 
Primary Topic: Being True in a Hard Test. 
Lesson Material :. Jeremiah 38 : 4-13. ‘ 
Memory Verse: Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier 
vf Christ Jesus.—2 ‘lim. 2: 3. 


Junior Topic: Being True in a Hard Test. 
Lesson Material: Jeremiah 20: 1-6; 37: 1 to 38:28; 43: 1-7. 
Memory Verse: 2 limothy 2: 3. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Standing True in Hard Places. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Forms of Modern Persecu- 
tion. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
38 : 4-13 

4 Then the princes said unto the king, Let this man, we 
pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the 
hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the 
hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: 
for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt. 5 And Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your 
hand; for the king is not he that can do any thing against 
6 Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the 
1 dungeon of Malchijah *the king’s son, that was in the 
court of the guard: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. 
And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire; and Jere- 
miah sank in the mire. ' 

7 Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, who 
was in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in 
the dungeon, (the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin,) 
8 Ebed-melech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake 
to the king, saying, 9 My lord the king, these men have done 
evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, 
whom they have cast into the dungeon; and * he is like to die 
in the place where he is, because of the famine; for there is 
no more bread in the city. 1¢ Then the king commanded 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from 
men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet 


these rags and worn-out garments under thine armh 
under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13 So they drew up 
Jeremiah with the cords, and took him up out of the dun- 
geon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 


2Or, pit. ?Or, the son of Hammelech. * Heb., he is 
ad. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 7.—Ebed-melech. These Hebrew words as 
they stand mean the king’s servant or slave. The name 
may be a title or a proper name. If the latter, then 
melech may represent the Hebraized form of the name 
of a heathen deity. The Ethiopian. Ethiopia com- 
prised what is now Abyssinia and the Sudan. This 
man was a eunuch, one of the unfortunate class of 
mutilated slaves who’ served and still serve in Assyrian 
palaces and harems (2 Kings 24:15). Such men have 
usually the reputation of being cruel and capricious. 
But the references to this man show that he was both 
a servant of Jehovah and a kind-hearted man. (Cf. 
in the New Testament Acts 8.) Such histories have 
a special interest as illustrating the fulfillmept of the 
gracious promises in Isaiah 56: 3-5. 

The gate of Benjamin. This was on the north wall 





Easing the Cords 


By Amos R. Wells 


AIL to thoughtful Ebed-melech, Ebed-melech 

bold and kind, slave well worthy to be free- 
man, royal heart and ready mind! Where a craven 
king was feeble he was quick to dare and do, pitiful 
to Jeremiah, strong to put his purpose through. 
In the pit the prophet sinking, half enveloped in 
the mire, near-to perishing of hunger, victim of the 
princes” ire, would have died in helpless anguish, 
fainting in that fetid grave,-but the splendid Ethi- 
opian found a way- to seek and save. Here are 
cords to lift the prophet, sturdy cords — but what 
are these? Rags and worn out garments brought ~ 
there, sharp and cutting cords to ease. ‘* Wrap the 
cords,”’ called Ebed-melech, ‘‘ pack them thick 
beneath the arm, lest the cords cut Jeremiah and 
the prophet come to harm.*’’ So they lifted Jere- 
miah from that awful prison well, and they gave the 
future ages this inspiring tale to tell, that the helpers 
of the future, wise to ponder as they read, might 
receive a gentle lesson, how to do a kindly deed. 
For there’s many a sinking brother prisoned in a 
noisome pit, and there’s many a cord flung at him 
with no tact or thought or wit; and the flesh is torn 
and bleeding as they drag the brother out. Ah, 
the world needs Ebed-melechs, just to wrap the 
¥ cords about! 














of the-city. Probably the king had gone thither to 
observe'the actions of the enemy who were approach- 
ing from that direction. 


Verse 9.—Because of the famine. As long as Jere- 
miah was in custody of the guard he received his 
ration of bread daily (37:21). But after he had been 
cast into the pit the royal ordinance no longer applied 
to his case. He was-therefore dependent upon the 
tender mercies of others from whom, in the prevail- 
ing scarcicy of bread, he had not much to hope for. 


Verse 10.—Thirty men. Some commentators have 
objected that this number is too great. They would 
not be required to draw the prophet out of the pit 
nor could they be spared from the fortified walls. But 
neither of these arguments is really conclusive. The 
men would be needed not merely for hauling Jere- 
miah out of the pit, but in order to overawe any at- 
tempt at interference either by the princes or the popu- 
lace. And it does not say that all of them were 
fighting men. Besides, the errand was one of urgency. 
Jeremiah was God’s messenger, Zedekiah knew this 
in his heart of hearts, and he was afraid at the violence 
he had been too weak or too cowardly to resist. 


Verse 12—Under thine armholes. To prevent the 
cords from cutting into the flesh. The prophet was 
sunk down into the mud, so that considerable force 
would be needed to extricate him. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Fidelity and persecution 
2.-Danger and deliverance 
Golden Topic? 


1. There are three classes of people to whom vio- 
lence is offered by the State: national enemies, crim- 
inals, and prophets, using this last word in its. broadest 
gense. f these three, the last mentioned has always 
been by tar the worst treated. Relations with military 
enemies are regulated by- a kind of code of honor. 
Even among savage peoples there is always a meas- 
ure of respect for a brave foe. Even criminals are 
not so ill treated as God’s messengers, and especially 
in lands where Christianity has penetrated there is 
a. marked thoughtfulness and kindness in their treat- 
ment. No prison is now. complete without its chapel 
and its hospital, to care both for the soul and the body 
of the wrongdoer. But always the prophet has been 
exposed to the whole blast of the scorn and hatred of 
those to whom he has been sent. Supremely this was 
so in the case of our Lord Jesus. Christ, as the record 
of his Passion shows only too clearly. Jeremiah was 
in this respect a type of his Lord. 


2. Failure judged by the world’s standards is not 
always failure in God’s sight. Jeremiah had no popu- 
lar ministry. All of Josiah’s successors were hostile 
to him.’ He was sent to testify to a disobedient and 
gainsaying people. He could not point to crowds of 
converts. Nor could he claim to have influenced the 
policy of his nation. Judged by every human standard, 
his life was a failure. Compare the mission of John 
the Baptist. Yet the record of his work and experi- 


- ences stands in God’s Word as those of a true servant 


of God. They may therefore serve as a corrective 
factor to us in forming our own judgments of men 
and movements. 


The Practical Aim 


“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). 
Final Word 
If we can witness, Lord, for Thee, 
Let us despise our fleeting breath; 
Give us the opening heaven to see, 
nd make us faithful unto death. 
—Charles Wesley. 
Tunsrince Weis, Exc 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 

one, and sccounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing eharacter. They are written by several members of 
r. 


The Sunday School Times staff,— Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and. an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow 


tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they ean 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HROUGH what reigns did Jeremiah prophesy? ~ 


2. Which one of the three was friendly to Jeremiah 
and his prophecies? 


3. Why was Jeremiah persecuted? 


4. What was Jeremiah’s one purpose in life, to the 
exclusion of all others? 


gs. What was Jeremiah’s last sacrifice for his people’s 
sake? 
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6. What remark of Jeremiah’s shows his utter fear- 
lessness as to the power of his enemies over his life? 

7. Where was Jeremiah’s last work as a prophet done? 

8. Where is Jeremiah quoted in the New Testament? 

9. Where do we find the fullest revelation of the heart 
of this. brave prophet toward his own people and city, 
accused as he was of being no lover of them? 

10. Name other prophets of the Lord who went down 
into the depths of affliction. 

11. What peer of all prophets went down into the 
dungeon but never camie out alive 

12. How was the experience of the apostles and of the 
Lord different from Jeremiah’s ? 

13. Did the Lord or did Paul say anything leading us 
to expect persecution ? 


14. What then is the inducement to live righteously ? 
( Personal.) 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issuc. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION OR INDUC- 
TION.—T rain pupils to discover the law illustrated 
by individual instances. 


STUDY of the life and experiences of a man like 

Jeremiah, if we are sure that he is a typical char- 
acter, would justify us in reaching a conclusion con- 
cerning’ the experiences of all such men. This con- 
clusion would be our generalization. But since there 
is always the danger of generalizing upon too small a 
basis, it is usually better to take a larger sampling. of 
the kind of character we are studying before announcing 
our general truth, unless we use it,merely as a tenta- 
tive conclusion or hypothesis until we have given it a 
deductive test or try-out in relation to others. In the 
case of Jeremiah, we have a prophet, who is faithful 
in proclaiming the word of the Lord, a man of God 
truly, but because of his faithful proclamation of the 
truth, persecuted and in danger of his life. Shall we 
conclude that his experience justifies the conclusion 
that faithful proclamation of the truth will result in 
persecution, or that the road of righteousness is a 
difficult one? 

Before reaching a decisive conclusion suppose that 
we study other of the prophets. Confining ourselves 
to the Old Testament prophets, what would we con- 
clude? If we include the apostles of the New Testa- 
ment, and even our Lord himself, what could we con- 
clude; what generalization, if any, could we make? 
Suppose we come down into our own day; were men 
like Moody and Booth and others free of opposition 
and persecution? (Can we make a generalization good 
for all time, or must we limit it to the period of the 
prophets or the apostles? There is one thing good 
to remember when we are making generalizations in 
the field of the religious life, namely, that we do well 
to test our conclusions with what God has said in his 
Word. ‘How would we relate to the generalization we 
are thinking of such a word as this: “All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shail suffer. persecution”? 


HunNTINGDON, Pa. 





The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Getting in a Hole.”—Then took they Jeremiah, 
and cast him into the dungeon of Malchijah the king’s 
son (v. 6). 

Ever Right thrown in the dungeon, 
Ever Wrong to do the-throwin’ ; 

Yet. that dungeon points the future, 
And behind the dim unknown 

Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own. 


With most sincere apologies to Mr. Lowell! For God 
was trying through Jeremiah to keep Israel out of 
Babylonian “Dungeon,” a slavery so dark and terrible 
—if a Jew happened to have an attractive wife or 
daughter — that the black hole of Calcutta would read 
like a picnic in comparison. Jeremiah was not the 
last national brakeman to get into a “hole.” John 
Baptist came crying, “Clean house!” “Repent!” and 
the royal jail got him and the queen had his head 
danced off (Mark 6:27, 28). Then along came Paul 
with whom jail became a habit. In more modern times 
his name was Huss. Then Savanarola. -On my wall 
is a picture of the old palace before the door of which 
he was burned. As for Merrie England, the unspeak- 
able Lord Jeffrey of nauseous memory became one of 
the greatest “canners” in the world’s history. If the 
Lady of Binghamton :thinks this is slangy, let her 
visit some of the old dungeons, and she will see that 
her peaches and pears are no more securely “put away” 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list ot International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 7—The Ministry of Isaiah. 
Isa. 6 : 1-13; 7 : 1-17; 20: 1-6; 38: 1-22 
2. April 14.—Hezekiah Leads His People Back to God. 
2 Chron. 30 : 1-27 
3. April 21.—Comfort for God’s People .........- Isa. 40 : 1-15 
4. April 28.—The Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 
Isa. 52:13 to 53:12 
5. May s.—What Hilkiah Found in the Temple. 
2 Chron, 34 : 1-33 
6. May 12.—The Early Ministry of Jeremiah. 
Jer. 1: 1-10; 6: 10, 11; 8: 18; 9:2; 2631-24 
7. May 19.—Jeremiah Calls to Obedience ...... Jer. 7 31-26 
8. May 26.—God’s Law in the Heart. 
Jer. 31 : 1-40; John 1:17; Heb. 8: 7-13 
9. June 2.—Later Experiences of Jeremiah. 
Jer. 2: 1-6; 37:1 to 38: 28; 43: 1-7 
10. June 9.—The Story\of the Rechabites. (Temperance 
LAGBOR,). ca scccrccccsscocGaseccoececcesccceacese Jer. 35 : 1-19 
11. June 16.—Judah Taken Captive ..2 Kings 2§ : 1-21 
12. June 23.—A Psalm of Praise ...........+-++- Psa. 103 : 1-22 
13. June 30.—Review: Prophets and Kings of Judah’s Decline. 











next fall than were the human “preserves” whose re- 
ligious activities landed them-in these vermin infested 
stone bexes, sans light, sans heat, sans air, sans every- 
thing. When things go badly for bad men they try 
to find a (I can’t seem to grab any other adequate 
word) “goat.” Perhaps this slang had its origin in 
Scripture. Sec Leviticus 16: 8-10. ‘ 
Aliens.—Ebed-melech the Ethiopian ... spake to 
the king ... These men have done evil (v. 7). The 
Africans in the Bible narrative always show up well. 
No doubt Ebed rated about the same in Judah as our 
aliens from across the seas. We do not know what 
was the Jerusalem equivalent of “Dago,” “Hunkie,” 
“Chink,” “Jap,” and the like, but no doubt the con- 
tempiuous Jew had a name for the outsider. Have 
you not noticed that many of our “foreigners” have 
shown up well in American history? One Christopher 
Columbus, whose day we celebrate here in October as 
I write, was a “Dago.” Paderewski, who plays the 
piano for us so superbly, is a “Polak.” The fellows 
who send us these delicious fruits from California 
are “Chinks” and “Japs.” We have here inthis steel 
town of Coatesville pretty nearly all sorts of Euro- 
pean aliens. My little mission Sunday-school at Rock 
Run is right in the midst of them. We have no better 
neighbors. Some of their children get into the mis- 
sion and stay until their priests pull them away — in 
tears. These aliens are great church people and have 
built themselves little houses of worship all over town. 
Our “Hunkies” and “Ukies’ seem to have several 
varieties, Protestant and Catholic. When these aliens 
turn out to parade—and they are some paraders — 
the most striking thing in the line of big, strong, 
healthy looking men are the great, costly, and beau- 
tiful American flags, “Old Glory.” It cost these aliens 
self-denial and sacrifice to get to this country. It is 
the best of men and women who can self-deny and 
sacrifice. Can you? I heard one of these fellows 
cry with pride, “Me red-hot American!” Now note 
for the lesson: Ebed, this African “Dago,” “Hunkie,” 
“Chink,”.or even “nigger,” was the one man in all 
the Judah court to show up well. The only man to 
tell. the king the truth and come to rescue the biggest 
Jew in all Judah. It took superb courage to buck up 
against the men who were running things —and run- 
ning them into the ground! - I like to think that Ebed 
was an ancestor of Philip’s Ethiopian (Acts 8:27). 
But here’s the moral: Cut out race prejudice. Our 
aliens may be rich assets. * 
“Rags.” —Ebeu-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jere- 
niiah, Put now these rags ... under thine armholes. 
... And Jeremiah did so (v. 12). Ebed-melech must 
have been a man of some importance or he never 
could have had access to the king to speak for Jere- 
miah. You just try to speak to the President of the 
U.S. A. or of some other big thing, and see how far 
you will get ina republic where all men are free and 
equal! Or the Governor. Or the Mayor. Or any 
other important or near important man. Ebed, you 
will note, did not just use any influence he had to 
save Jeremiah. Ebed did not write a polite note to 
the Keeper of the Hole (or what they called him), 
but Ebed attended to the job of rescue personally. 
Remember what was told you before about William 
Rockefeller’s reply to the young man who asked the 
secret of his success, in these three words: “Don’t 
write. Go.” (See 2 John 12.) Ebed was careful for 
the comfort of Jeremiah. Some might have thought, 
“He ought to be glad enough to get out,” and not 
bothered about the niceties of getting him out. Many 
people spoi! the really nice and kind things they do 
for folks by omitting the “rags.” When you have oc- 
casion to pull a fellow out of a “hole,” don’t “tear 
him out”! Put the soft cushions under his armholes. 
I have known fathers: to get a boy out of a scrape and 
then take him out in the woodshed or barn and thrash 
him. “Teach the young rascal a lesson?’ Just as 
though sticking down there in the mud and filth/and 
slime of the “hole” into which the Devil had put him 
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was not of itself a terrible lesson. All of us are con- 
tinually making mistakes, and Christ is our Ebed- 
melech to speak to the King for us. He gives the mat- 
ter his. personal attention in getting us out. of our- 
“holes.” He always throws down the “rags” to make 
the coming out as comfortable as possible.  ‘Nei:her 
do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more” (John 8: 11; 
1 John 2:1). When you are careful to remember 
always to say- unpleasant things pleasantly, when you 
“call down” or “up” some one under you pleasantly, 
you will be an Ebed using “rags,” and you will also be 
a popular and likeable executive. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


ee 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is. paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week: 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a~ leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department, The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leafiet, will sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date Pf the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of i Ferg text indicated in the lesson list after the 
wor: th) rin ” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are ais. 
needed. 

How Is Your Inside Heart ?—Le? this man, we pray 
thee, be put to death (v. 4). When Ling-Ching--Ting, 
the opium smoker, was converted, he went to his own 
people and told them the story of his great salvation. 
He was pelted with clods and stones, beaten and 
bruised, driven from place to place, but his witness 
could not be stopped. At last his persecutors brought 
him before a cruel district magistrate at Hok-chiang, 
and false witnesses preferred against. him the vilest 
charges. The corrupt judge sentenced him to receive 
two thousand stripes. Upon his bare back the merci- 
less bamboo was laid, until the flesh lay in strips. He 
was borne to the mission premises almost dead, and the 
doctor declared such injuries he had never seen in- 
flicted by the bamboo. Dr. Baldwin sought to com- 
fort this martyr of Christ, but before he could find 
words with which to address him the suffering saint, 
so lately the chief of sinners, said with a smile, 
“Teacher, this poor body be in great pain, but my in- 
side heart be in great peace.”"—From “The New Acts 
of the Apostles,” by Pierson. Sent by M. Taylor, 
Winnipeg, Can. ‘ 

What’s. Wrong with Us?—Then took they Jeremiah, 
and cast him into the dungeon (v. 6). During the days 
of persecution in Korea, when the leading Christians 
were being bundled off to Japanese jails, those not 
arrested felt that they were ipso facto lacking in their 
Christianity. A Methodist pastor went to a missionary 
with the complaint, “Maksa, there must be something 
wrong in our Methodist church. I fear we are lack- 
ing in faith, There are thirty-seven Presbyterians in 
jail and only one Methodist. I fear the Lord does 
not count us worthy to suffer persecution.”—Sent. by 
J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Blessed Mire Experiences.—Jeremiah sank in the 
mire (v. 6). At one time, while Mr. Wesley was 
traveling in Ireland, his carriage became fixed in the 
mire and the harness broke. While he and his com- 
panions were laboring to move it, a poor man passed 
by in great distress. Mr. Wesley called him, and in- - 
quired the cause of his distress. He said he had 
been unable through misfortune to pay his rent of 
twenty shillings, and his family were just being turned 
out of dgors. “Is that all you need? Here; go and be 
happy,” Mr. Wesley said as he handed him the amount. 
Then, turning to his companion, he ‘said pleasantly, 
“Now you see why our carriage stopped in the mire.” 
—From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 

Happy at Home.—Blessed are ye when men shall 
reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake (Golden 
Text). There was a time in Principal Rainy’s life 
when he was the best-hated man in Scotland. Scarce 
a week passed in which the newspapers had not some 
venomous attack upon him. And all the time, neither 
in face nor temper, did Rainy show one trace of irri- 
tation, but carried himself with a beautiful serenity. 
One day Dr. Alexander Whyte met him and said, 
“Rainy, I cannot understand you! How do you man- 
age to keep serene like this, exposed to all these veno- 
mous attacks?” “Whyte, I’m very happy at home!” 
The wounds were deep, but there were hands at home 
that were always pouring balm into the wounds; gen- 
tle, kindly ministries at home that mitigated and allevi- 
ated pain. And how many there are in every rank of 
life who find their courage to endure in secret, sweet 
comforting like that—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Guru Manickam, Perambalur, Trich- 
inopoly Dist., S. India. 


Can We Show Them God?—Blessed are ye when 
men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all 
manner 0] evil against you falsely, for my sake (Golden 

















Lesson for June 2 


Text). Spot-of-whiskers-on-his-chin was 
recently accosted by a sneering acquaint- 
ance. “Snake, coyote,” said the con- 
temptuous Indian, using names peculiarly 
offensive to the Navajo, “show me your 
God.” At this -Spot-of-whiskers calmly 
replied, “I am showing Him to you now. 
He is standing in me. If He were not, 
you could not talk to me like that.”— 
From Bulletin of Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. SA. Sent by M. Claude Durnam, 
Abbotsford, Wis. Prise illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast given us in 
thy Word the story of so many courageous 
souls who were willing to lay down life for 
thee. We thank thee for such men as the 
prophet Jeremiah, who spoke as thou didst 
command, notwithstanding the dangers he 
faced because of his faithfulness. We thank 


thee that thy care over thy servants is not |. 


withdrawn in these days, and that we may 
count upon thy protection and thy guidance 
in‘ every hour of need. May we not be dis- 
turbed when men speak falsely against us, 
but may we look to thee in quiet confidence 
for the result. May we realize that thy help 
is always near, and more ready to be given 
than we are to ask. Give us, we pray thee, 
the confidence of a true faith. We ask all 
this in the name of our Lord Jesus. - Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How many of us 
think that it is a good thing to be afraid? 
Well, there seems to be quite a division 
of opinion on that point! Certain it 1s 
that there are some things of which we 
ought not to be afraid. But there is one 
thing of which we ought to be very much 
afraid, and that is disobedience to God’s 








will. Someétimes men have been more 
MY_GUIDE 
Wuat wourn MAN Say? 
b ‘ 











afraid of what mem would say about them 
than they were about what God would 
think of them. Jeremiah had a special 
mission from God, and he was not turned 
aside from that mission by what men 
might do to him. If you think the days 
of persecution are over you ought to read 
a-few missionary biographies. ‘The days 
of miracles of God’s care and protection 
in time of danger are not by any means 
over. The big ,thing is to go right 
straight on with what God shows us to 
be our duty, and to leave the result to 
him. Are you doing that in school, in 
business, in the home life, on the play- 
ground? Who knows what occasion may 
come up in the next few hours or few 
days, when you will need to take a clear 
stand on the Lord’s side against laughter, 
or sneer, or some kind of persecution? 
The only safe side is the right side. May 
we all stand there every day! Let. us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“F ade, Fade, Each Earthly Joy.” 
“7? 11 Live for Him.” 

“D o Something for Others.” 

“E very Moment He is Dearer.” 
“L, ean on His Arms.” 

“I Knaw Whom I Have Believed.” 
“T he Same Old Way.” 

“Y ou May Have the Joybells.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in 


are 
entheses, refer to the headings and num 


Ts 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Trust and Never Fear’ (58 : 1-3). 
“Psalm 27 : 1-14 
“God My Helper” (123: 1-3). Psalm 56 : 1-13. 
“To My Saviour I Betake Me” (8s : 1-3). 
. Psalm 38 : 11-22. 
“Fear Thou Not” (246 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119: 121-128, 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught Thies Week 


Beginning: Down and out. 


Discussion: Name some of the items 
of the cost today to serve Jesus Christ 
faithfully, and what are the returns. 


Objective: “Saved to serve.” 











is Jeremiah’s fourth 
Sunday with us. He has been up to 
the hubs in the mire. He must have been 
an awful looking object when Ebed- 
melech got fim out. It would be hard to 
imagine just what a nerve-racking ex- 
perience this intrepid servant of the Lord 
went through in that dungeon. Sunk in 
the mire, in the darkness, with only the 
slimy walls of the pit to reach out and 
touch. No prospect of ever getting out, 
but just to wait until physical strength 
was exhausted, then lie down in the muck 
and die. That was Jeremiah’s condition 
in the loathsome dungeon. It was even 
worse than Daniel’s experience in_ the 
lions’ den, for Daniel knew the lions’ 
mouths were closed and he was safe, but 
the grim certainty and foulness of the 
mire in Malchijah’s dungeon, in which 
Jeremiah had been imprisoned, required 
only a few hours of time to do their 
deadly work. Yet Jeremiah did not flinch 
or complain. He calmly awaited the 
issue. He had said to the princes, “But 
as for me, behold, I am in your hand: 
do with me as is good and right in your 
eyes.” Jeremiah was ready for the worst 
they could do to him. His main concern 
was to deliver God’s message. He would 
be like a spent rocket, but he would have 
left his flash in the sky. 

Fellows, that’s the kind of stuff God 
can use. And there are those among you 
who are that kind, once you have gotten 
the vision. May your Master who has 
need of you grant you the vision! 

The rescue of Jeremiah from the dun- 


AY, fellows, this 


.geon was a beautiful thing. There was 


one humble servitor in the palace who had 
a heart and a conviction, and his courage 
measured up to them both. That was 
Ebed-melech, a black man from Ethiopia 
—only a slave. an, oe humble slave 
had a finer sense justice and more 
initiative than the king himself. It took 
nerve to go against the king’s coterie of 
princes and counselors. For a slave to 
do that. was to put his own head in jeop- 
ardy, but Ebed-melech, slave as he was, 


p the Lor 


oa 





“IT Am Waiting” (264: 1-3). Psalm 130.: 1-8 








“Many are the afflictions of the righteous-but , : 
delivereth him out of them all.” 
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lived in the humane atmosphere of fair 
play and to the king he boldly went and 
pleaded for the life of a discredited and 
discarded prophet. There was not one 
thing for Ebed-melech to gain but the sat- 
isfaction of having lifted a lost man. out 
of the mire; but his big soul coveted that 
satisfaction, and he took his life in his 
hands to accomplish it. 

Fellows, I think of Another, the Great- 
est of All, “who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a-servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: and 
being found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:6-8). “For ... though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might e rich” 
(2 Cor. 8:9). And, fellows, he did it not 
only to give us a new, clean life, but that 
we might be-used to help other fellows 
come up out of the mite of sin. “He 
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set my feet 
upon a rock, and established my goings. 
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God: many shall 
see it, and fear, and shall trust in the 
Lord” (Psa. 40: 2, 3). 

Fellows, we are saved to serve. 

Greenssporo, N. C. 


we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. “Faithful unto death” means faith- 
ful in life. 

2. Faithfulness in living means stand- 
ing alone in hard places. 

3. Standing alone for .- God means 
standing with God — victory! 











UR lessons insJeremiah wouki seem 

to make their appeal to girls who are 
already Christiaris — that they may have 
such courage to stand alone for God as 
was Jeremiah’s. But youth responds to 
a hard and high ‘challenge, unless that 
youth has been weakened and spoiled by 
too soft living; so here may lie also your 
opportunity, teacher, to win some cour- 
ageous young heart for that Master who, 
like this prophet of his own race, had to 
stand alone in the hardest tests life ever 
brought to any young soul, proving 
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“faithful unto death” as he was faithful 
in all his living. 

You have @ gripping story this week 
— too long and devious to follow in this 
brief space — through all of ‘which runs 
the thread of thought outiined above. Be 
sure your girls know this life story of 
Jeremiah, these latter events which are 
so little known, generally, even among 
good Bible students. It is a story of plot 
and counterplot between the weak-hearted 
king (note Jer. 38:5) and that group of 
powerful nobles out for revenge against 
the prophet who dared to continue to 
speak so boldly against their advice to 
the king. Jeremiah’s various prison ex- 
periences are dramatic enough to interest 
even movie-fed girls of today — make 
sure they get all the “atmosphere” and 
“action” that is wrapped up in this narra- 
tive. You, teacher, will need a full re- 
reading of the Book of Jeremiah from 
chapter 20 on through 44, out of which 
you can get the material for this bio- 
graphical sketch. 

Not long ago the writer spoke to a 
group of young people on this same 
theme, and thereby provoked a warm dis- 
cussion, some of the young girls holding 
that the Christian life was an easy and 
pleasant one, but the boys (some in col- 
lege) holding that it took “good grit” 
and plenty of it to stand for true Chris- 
tian living today. From Jeremiah’s day 
onward the facts of history have proved 
the boys to be right, and the factors that 
have always made it hard to stand faith- 
ful to God are still active, though under 
different forms. Your girls will not have 
their feet put in the stocks, nor are they 
likely to be called to deliver to rulers 
God’s warning of national disasters such 
as caused Jeremiah to suffer these hard- 
ships. Not one of them is going to be 
put down into a deep mire, in such a 
prison as was that horrible dungeon of 
Malchijah, unless she goes to some bar- 
baric tribe as a missionary. 

But you have only to ask your girls 

what are the punishments meted out to- 
day to that girl who dares to “be differ- 
ent” and to let her convictions be known 
as to why she does or does not do all 
that the other girls do, to find out how 
true it still is that faithfulness in living 
for God means standing alone with re- 
sults that are cruel enough to a young 
girl’s spirit, if not to her body. Encour- 
age them to be frank with you on this 
point — facing facts as they are brings 
courage to face them. 
_ “Standing alone”? If this were the 
= truth it would be indeed a cold 
challenge —too hard for even the high 
heart of youth. “But thanks be to God, 
who giveth us [including the young girl 
in her small social matters, and the like] 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Your young Christian will find 
that standing for God means standing 
with God. And that means a joy in fel- 
lowship with him beyond all it may cost 
—and sure and everlasting victory. 


Home Study 
Read this week some of Jesus’ own 
hardest trials that gvere somewhat like 
Jeremiah’s in spirit. You will find them 
vividly told by his best friend, John, in 
his Gospel, chapters 6, 7, and 8. 
Decatur, Ga. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Jeremiah 20: 1-6; 37: #-21; 38: 
1-28; 39: 16-18. Perhaps the best 
way to teach the children this lesson is 
to tell it to them with as much simplicity 
as possible. We have seen that the peo- 
ple of Judah, led by their kings, kept 
going more and rore deeply into idolatry 
every day. Jeremiah faithfully warned 
the people, and begged them ‘to come back 
to the living God. But it seems tHat the 
country was so full of idolatry, and the 
people had become so accustomed to sin- 
ning, that they paid no attention to the 
messages God sent them, and just kept 
on in their wicked ways. 
At last God did just what he had said 
he was going to do. He allowed King 














Nebuchadnezzar to lead a mighty army 
against Jerusalem. He had frightfr} 
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looking battering rams, with which to 
break down the walls of the city. We 
know that all the people in Jerusalem 
were frightened. God Sent word to Zede- 
kiah that the Chaldeans were going to 
burn Jerusalem with fire, and carry the 
king and his people, and all of the pre- 
cious vessels of the Temple and of the 
king’s palace, to Babylon. Jeremiah 
warned the people that it was not safe 
for them to stay in Jerusalem, but that 
they would save their lives if they went 
to the Chaldeans. It would not have 
been wrong for them to do this, for God 
sent them the message, and if the king 
of Judah had surrendered the city at once 
to the king of Babylon, he would have 
saved the people much suffering. God 
had sent the Chaldeans against them on 
account of their sins. There was no use 
for the people to fight, as they could not 
conquer, for the idols whom they wor- 
shiped could not help them. So there was 
no hope for Jerusalem. 

But the idolatrous princes thought they 
should try to fight the Chaldeans, and 
they became very angry with Jeremiah 
for speaking these words to the people. 
They asked the king to have him killed. 
Zedekiah was a weak, cowardly man, and 
although he knew Jeremiah loved the 
people, and had spoken for their good, 
still he told the princes that the prophet 
was in their hands and they could do as 
they liked. The princes did not kill 
Jeremiah, but they put him in. prison, 
down in a deep pit, where he had to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Now you may share “Little Jetts” 
with your whole class without copying 
them or mutilating your copy of the 
Times. These little pen-and-ink folk 
are now appearing each week in Chris- 
tian Youth, The Sunday School Times’ 
new paper for teen-age young people. 


LATER EXPERIENCES a YER EMIAN, 
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stand in filthy mud all the time and had 
no food or water. So we see that Jere- 
miah suffered for being true, but we 
know that God blessed him and we shall 
see how God delivered him. 

Ebed-melech, a kind-hearted black man 
who trusted in the true God, was one of 
the king’s servants. He heard what the 
princes had done to Jeremiah and told the 
king that they had done wrong and that 
the prophet might die of hunger, as there 
was no bread for him to eat. King Zede- 
kiah. allowed Ebed-melech to have a band 
of thirty men to go t» the prison and 
take Jeremiah out of the pit. Ebed-melech 
and his helpers got a strong cord and 
some old soft rags, and let them down 
where Jeremiah was, telling him. how to 
put them under his arms. Then the 
strong men gently drew the prisoner up 
out of the horrible pit. 

Jeremiah was still a prisoner, but he 
was much more comfortable. The prophet 
still warned the sinful king, and gave 
him messages from God. But Zedekiah 
did not heed them. Once God sent a 
special message by Jeremiah to Ebed- 
melech, who had helped the prophet out 
of the pit. He said that Jerusalem was to 
be destroyed, and the idolatrous king and 
people were to be carried away into cap- 
tivity, but this colored servant who 
trusted in the Lord and defended God's 
messenger would be safe. God never for- 
gets the one who trusts in him, and always 
rewards anyone who helps his true mes- 
sengers. 

Jeremiah lived a good while after this, 
spending much of his time in prison. He 
grieved. very much over the sins and 
sufferings of his people, and wrote about 
his grief in the book of the Bible called 
Lamentations. We believe he was very 
much like the apostle Paut, who many 
years later wrote these words in a letter 
to Timothy: “Suffer hardship with me, 
as a good seldier of Christ Jesus” (Mem- 
ory Verse). 

Read and explain to the class the old 
hymn “Am I a Soldier of the Cross?” 

Curnton, S. C. 


ve 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of May 26) 


1. This chapter sounds the note of com- 
fort, even joy, in the “new covenant” God 
pu toward his own people, in his ulti- 
mate goal for them. 


2. Note verses 3, 9, and 10, through 14. 
3. The coming and sacrifice of Christ. 
4. See John 1:1 
5. See Hebrews 9: 


6. The new covenant was dedicated by his 
blood as the old by the blood of slain beasts. 


7. The heart is a tablet for God to write 
upon and a hiding place for priceless treas- 


ure, 
God (v. 34); the 


18. 


8. The knowledge of God 
assurance of sree, sin (v. 34); and the 
happy consciousness of God’s ownership and 
protecting care (v. 33). 

9. See 2 Corinthians 3: 3. 

10. See John sa bg 17, 23 

. See John 7: 

12. We are seein of Jerémiah 31: 
by the tenth chapter of John; and verse = 
is quoted in Matthew 2:18; while verses 
31 through 34 are quoted exactly and ex- 
plained in Hebrews 8: 1 through 12. 





[ Children at Home 





A Water Baby 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


WE STOOD on the beach of the 
lonely island which we had just dis- 
covered, and there was no land between 
us and Spain nor any sign that any hu- 
man besides ourselves had. ever set foot 
thereon. First we decided to name it, for, as 
the Captain said, “What's the use of di8- 
covering islands if you can’t name ’em!” 

He felt strongly. that it should be 
named after him, but the rest of us voted 
him down and called it “Mysterious 
Island” after the one in Jules Verne’s 
| book. Afterward we found it on a chart 
‘where it appeared as “Grassy Island,” 
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so probably some one had been there be- 
fore us. Anyway, we liked our name 
better. 

As we stood there on the beach we 
hunted for moonstones, which are really 
round quartz crystals. It is very exciting 
sport. Each wave rolls pebbles up the 
beach in a rainbow of colors, red, rose, 
garnet, violet, and half a score of other 
tints. One has to have a quick eye to 
pick out the ice-white gleam of a wet 
moonstone and a quick hand.to snatch it 
up before the next wave covers it over 
with a layer of worthless pebbles. 

Then we circled the island on the beach 
and explored the dunes in the interior. 
Everywhere above us were clouds of 
terns, those swift swallows of the sea 
with forked tails and pearl-white wings. 
We found scores of their nests and also 
a colony of black skimmers, strange birds 
with orange-red beaks, who barked at 
us like dogs and laid their eggs in the hot 
sand. 

At last we burrowed into a bayberry 
thicket and rested in the scented shade 
while we ate our lunch. As we sat there, 
a school of porpoises went by in a long 
line of smooth, black, diving figures. The 
sight reminded the Captain of one of his 
boyhood adventures. Beyond the leap- 
ing line we caught a glimpse now and 
then of sinister black fins showing above 
the water where a company of blue sharks 
were patrolling the beach in the hope of 
picking up something. 

“Porpoises ain’t afeared o’ sharks,” as- 
serted the Captain. “Oncet at Cape May 
when I was a boy, a mother porpoise 
brought her calf into a little tide-water 
inlet to save him from three thréesher 
sharks which were prowlin’ around out- 
side. When she got him safe in the 
shallow water she swum out again and 
tackled them sharks. It was certainly 
a pretty fight. Thresher sharks have 
long tails like whips an’ they strike a blow 
with their ridged edges that'll cut like 
a knife through skin and flesh. A 
thresher’s got a fine double row of sharp 
teeth, too,” went on the Captain rolling 
deeper into the thicket. 

“They never had a chance any of ’em 
to show what they could do,” he con- 
tinued. “That mother porpoise was like 
a rubber ball. She jumped, she dived, 
she bit, she bumped, an’ in less than five 
minutes she had them three sharks swim- 
min’ for their lives straight out to sea. 

“By that time the tide was down, 
leavin’ the inlet where the calf-was only 
about three feet deep. Four of us boys 
took off our clothes an’ waded in‘to see 
if we couldn’t catch him, but say! it 
was like tryin’ to catch a greased pig. 
He was about three feet long an’ fast an’ 
slippery as an eel, an’ he would wriggle 
out of our hands an’ dive between our 
legs an’ upset us an’. swim found an’ 
round that little pond like a flash of 
lightnin’. He seemed to like the fun just ! 
as much as we did. Finally when we was 





all bruised an’ battered up an’ tired out, 


the tide rose high enough to cover the 
bar, an’ the little porpoise swum for it 
just as fresh as when he started. We 
tried to stop him, but he slipped through 
us an’ with a good-by flip of his tail 
swum out into deep water an’ joined his 
mother.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Letters from Readers | 


: J 


To the Editor: It was a distinct pleasure 
to read in the Times of March 23 your - 
answer to a Filipino reader regarding the 
reasons why Protestant missionaries are sent 
to Catholic countries. In these days of com- 
pete 7 and apostasy, when so many of the 
so-ealled leaders of Protestantism are pro- 
afatming that there is no essential difference 
between our precious evangelical faith and 
Roman Catholicism, it is refreshing to find 
clear-cut statements of the truth. THe Sun- 
pay ScHoo..T1MES seems to have come for 
such a time as this, and the people of God 
should praise him for its uncompromising 
testimony in all phases of the truth, which 
seems to be needed more and more in these 
days of increasing darkness and apostasy. 

In the answer referred to, however, it 
seems that you do not go far enough -with 
reference to the places where there is that 
awtul spiritual need of the people that have 
fallen under the influence of that apostate 
church. Why mention Belgium, Latin’ 
America, and the like, and leave out the 
Catholic le living here in the United 
States? fs it to be implied that these have 
not as great a need as those that live across 
the Atlantic or to the south of us? If the 
intention of the writer*was to give that 
impression, I fear that he has not the true 
perspective of the situation. 

I was born in a Catholic country, of Cath- 
olic parents, and was a devout follower of 
that apostate church for the first twenty- 
three years of my life. I accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, and 
have been working in this country among 
Portuguese Catholics for the last fifteen 
years. I find no difference in the need of 
those living here, and those that never left 
the fatherland. The same superstitions, the 
same idolatry, the same lamentable lack of 
knowledge of the saving grace’ of Jesus 

rist. 

Of course, Romanism in this country has 

“rubbing elbows” with the evangelical 
faith for many years, and this has given 
that system an outward appearance that is 
not so offensive to the followers of Christ. 
Perhaps this explains the reason why some 
claim that there is no essential difference be- 
tween the two. But in reality there is a vital 
difference. Romanism is darkness, supersti- 
tion, fear, and [may be] eternal loss ; Chris- 
tianity is light, knowledge, love, eternal sal- 











vation. It is the duty of the followers of 
Christ to preach the good tidings to all in- 
cluding Roman Catholics. Should we send 
missionaries to Belgium, the Philippine 
Islands, and other countries dominated by 
Roman - Catholicism? . Yes, by- all means. 
But we should not forget the victims of that 
ae system here at home. ‘Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me BOTH IN JERU- 
i SALEM. and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”— 
4 Massachusetts pastor. ; 








































Lesson for June 2 





r 
The Young People’s 

Prayer-Meeting 

By John W. Lane, Jr. 








June 9. Thinking — Through. Luke 14: 
28-30; Prov. 16 : 22-2 


June 16. The Price oy “Voluntary Christian 
Self-Control. 


Service, Luke 9 : 57-62. 
June 23. Jesus Teaching Us 
Mic. 6:8; 1 Pet. 2: 11-20. 


June 30. Heroes for Christ. Isa, 6 : 1-8; Matt. 


11: 7-12; John 18: 1-9. 


Sunday, June 2 


Character a Growth, Not a Gift 
(2 Pet. 1 : 5-8) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon,—Grow in grace (Eph. 4:15). 

Tues.—Comrades and character (1 Cor. 
15 : 33). 

Wed.—Building character (1 Pet. 5: 1-5). 

Thurs.—Growth through the Word (1 
Pet. 2: 1-3); 

Fri—Growth by study (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

Sat.—Growth by habit (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 











What is it that grows? - 
‘Why may character not be a gift? 
How may we improve our character? 


PHILANTHROPIST once gave a 

contractor an order to build a house. 
He left everything to the decision of the 
He was permitted to select 
the plan, choose the material, and super- 
intend every part of the construction. The 
contractor thought that here. was an op- 
portunity for him to make some money, 
and so he put into the house the poorest 
material and the faultiest of work. At 
last the house .was finished, and when the 


contractor. 
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contractor went to the philanthropist to 
advise him that the work was done, to his 
surprise he was told, “This house is for 
you and your family, and you can live 
in it as Jong as you please. It is yours 
forever.” Too late the poor man realized 
that instead of cheating his~employer he 
had been cheating himself. More than 
that, he was to have before him for the 
rest of his days a perpetual reminder of 
his untrustworthiness. 

When we fail to use the material that 
God puts in our hands to build a strong 
and true and noble character, we are 
cheating no one so badly as we are 
cheating ourselves. Other folks have to 
live with us part of the time, but we 
have to live with ourselves all of the 
time, and we shall come to hate the result 
of our fuolish or careless building far 
more than the contractor came to despise 
the poor house that he erected. 


The word “character” means more than 
what we do, it stands really for what we 
are. It comes from a Greek root’ that 
means “to engrave,” and it implies not so 
much the act of engraving as it does the 
finished result. Every stroke contributes 
something toward the finished product, 
either it mars or helps to beautify. One 
stroke of an engraver’s tool may seem to 
be a small or insignificant thing, but if 
it mars the. engraving it becomes not 
merely ugly in itself but lowers the tone 
of the whole work. One act in our life 
may seem trivial and—unimportant. But 
if, when we look back upon it, it stands 
out as a fault, it mars the beauty of many 
other noble and good deeds. 


Our Scripture lesson shows us some of 
the things in Christian character building. 
We must recognize, first of all, that it 
is possible after a fashion to build char- 
acter apart from Christ. Perhaps many 
of us know those who are not professing 
Christians, who have sweet and beautiful 
characters. Usually such are the results 
of Christian influence somewhere along 
the line: Perhaps godly grandparents or 
parents have created the environment that 
made possible such a character. , 

But as Christian young people our con- 
cern, of course, must be with Christian 
character building. The first step men- 
tioned in our lesson is that of faith. In 
fact, it is more than a step. It is the 
foundation stone. Without faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and 
without faith in his Word, any Christian 
character building that we may attempt 
will be founded upon the sand and will be 
destroyed by the storms of temptation or 
persecution that come against it. 

To faith we are urged to add virtue or 
strength or courage. The Greek words 
here suggest not so much the thought of 
adding as that of supplying. In other 
words, the faith is the means by which 
courage or sfrength is supplied. 

Then with virtue is to go knowledge or 
prudence. To the Christian, this must 
mean, first of all, knowledge of God and 
knowledge of his will. You will remem- 
ber the importance Paul put upon the 
knowledge of God-when he said that he 
counted all things but refuse that he might 
know him and the power of his resurrec- 
tion (Phil. 3:10). 

By knowledge is to be supplied tem- 
perance, or self-control, for the more we 
know God and his power in our lives, the 
more shall we reckon upon the death to 
self and life to Christ that means absolute 
control of every part of our being. It is 
important here to remember that temper- 
ance means not only the control of evil 
habits, but the bringing into subjection of 
good things as well. It is possible for 
us to give some otherwise good things 
too great a portion of our time or 
strength. Hence the importance of a 
knowledge of God’s will that we may 
rightly order our lives. 

From self-control we are to go on to 
patience or endurance. Virtue, knowledge, 
and temperance are not to be momentary 
or intermittent but constant. And our 
constancy is not to be complaining or 
grudging, but joyful and glad. 























From patience we are to expect godli- 
ness, for this is the very thing produced 
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brotherly kindness, — sympathy and un- 
derstanding love for fellow Christians. 
And finally we are to have charity, or 
love, or good will toward all mankind, — 
a love, while different in character per- 
haps from that which we feel toward fel- 
low Christians, yet none the less genuine 
or sincere, Pe 


Now notice the result or outworking of 
these qualities in the life.- Verse 8 tells 
us that they are for the purpose of mak- 
ing us fruitful. Is not this just what the 
Lord Jesus tells us in John 15 when he 
says, “I have chosen you and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain”? 
The secret, he tells us, is abiding in him 
and having him abide in us, for, “as the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me... He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can 

do nothing” (John 15:4, 5). 

Perhaps we have been thinking that 
abiding was a sort of. passive Christian- 
ity. These verses in our lesson, however, 
help us to see that it is intensely active 
and that it all is wrapped up in our faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith itself is 
a gift (Rom. 10:17). ‘But unless we 
reach out our hand to receive it and ap- 
propriate it and act upon it, it avails us 
nothing. God has given us his Word 
whereby faith comes, but he looks to us 
to read the Word and to give time to 
fellowship. with him in order that our 
faith might grow and that these qualities 
that we have been reading about that 


develop in our lives. 
we 
What kind of Christian character have I 
been building? 


How has my Christian charaeter been suf- 
fering from failure to give God an oppor- 
tunity to work in my behalf? 


What effect has my character had upon 
other Christians? 
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make up true Christian character might | 


STUPENDOUS 


A friend writes :‘‘It is with 
pleasure that I present this check 
to aid in your stupendous task 
of evangelizing the Jews.’’ 








And who wouldn't use the 
word stupendous, when he real- 
izes the task ? Two million Jews 
within the city limits. of New 
York. Every third mana Jew. 
Less than 50,000 are members 
of their owf synagogues; the 
rest drifting to agnosticism, Ed- 
dyism, anarchy, shipwreck. 


Have these scattered sheep 
no claim upon you? Can you hush 
your conscience by the delusion 
that the ‘‘Jews are cast off now’’? 
Suppose Paul had said in his 
heart, ‘‘The Gentiles are cast 
off,’’ where would you be today ? 
How many Jews will there be in 
Heaven because you prayed? or 
because you gave ? And here we 
stand, where God put us, in the 
midst of a teeming two million 
of Jews, interpreting to them 
Christianity—your Christianity. 
We need your prayers, your 
sympathy, yourmoney. Give us 
half the chance you give China, 
or India, or Africa. ‘“Vhe old- 
est people stand at the door of 
the youngest and Zion calls to 
Columbia.’’ Will you help? 


Our work merits your confi- 
dence and support. Our efforts 
are directed to the evangelizing 
not only of the 2,000,000 Jews 
of New York, but of the 3, 500, - 
coo Jews -of America, as well as 
the Jews of Europe and Palestine. 
Branches are now maintained in 
Philadelphia and in Lithuania. 
Our paper, ‘‘ THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE,’’ considered by many 
Bible students the most helpful 
paper on Prophecy and the Jews 
in America is sent to contribu- 
tors. Regular price, 50c a year or 
1oca copy. May we hear from 
you? 


American Board of Missions 
To the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Satisfied M. B. I. 


annuitants increase 


their investments 


One, who had already invested in a Moody 
Bible Institute Annuity Contract in making 
a further investment in this cause, stated: 
“Convinced that you were doing a great and 
good work, I made another gift. I am glad 
I did so for I feel I am getting a good income 
while I live, and when I am gone, it will be 
working for me and doing an immense 
amount of good through all time.” L. B. M., 
Connecticut. 


M.B.I. Annuities 


provide a sure income for life. They return 
as high as 12%, dependent on your age. One 
annuitant has invested in nineteen con- 
tracts within fourteen years. Write today 
for M. B. I. Annuity Booklet and learn 
about the plan that is bringing satisfaction 
to others. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


Bureau of Annuities, Dept. SS53 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Annuity investments are held in reserve until 
all obligations to the annuitant have been met 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept. 
153 Institute Place, » eet. BOGS. 
hicago Avenue Station » Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: 
Without obligation on my part please tell me 
how I may 


O Secure emma and safe Income during my 
life (and) 


O Also provide for a survivor (or) 
O Insure a Life Income for dependent loved ones 


Name. 





Address 





City. State 





Date of Birth. 





Survivor’s Birth Date. 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 27 to June 2 


Mon.—Jeremiah 20 : 1-6. 
Later Experiences of Jeremiah, 

Defiance of God changed the meaning 
of Pashur’s name from “largeness on 
every side” to “terror on every side.” 
Jeremiah is between two fires — persecu- 
tion on the outside and the Holy Ghost 
inside (v. 9), and, praise God, the fire 
within is the hotter ! May it be so with 
us, as we declare all God’s Word. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Gen- 
eral Higgins, the new supreme head of 
the Salvation Army, and that God may 
heal all wounds made over the deposition 
of General Bramwell Booth, and deepen 
the spirituality of the Army to what it 
was in its beginnings. 

Tues.—Jeremiah 38 : 1-6. 
Jeremiah in the Dungeon. 

A false optimism kept the people from 
believing Jeremiah (v. 4). It is today a 
curse that, issuing from theological semi- 
nary and pulpit and press, is keeping mil- 
lions blinded as to the judgments of God 
that are soon to fall upon the earth. All 
prophets today who speak the whole truth 
are persecuted (2 Tim. 3: 12). Dr. Tor- 
rey thought that “doubtless many of the 
world’s noblest men and women will be 
cast into dungeons before the reign of 
righteousness comes in.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray relief out 
to China for the famine sufferers who are 
in serious plight by hundreds of thou- 
sands. In an appeal for help from Mrs. 
Jonathan Goforth she recommends send- 
ing gifts to Miss Alma D. Dodds, Teng- 
hsien, Shantung, China; Miss Jennie V. 
Hughes, Bethel Mission, 17 Arsenal Road, 
Shanghai; Miss Peterson, Sin an hsien, 
Honan, China. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 38 : 14-23. 
Zedekiah’s Interview with Jeremiah. 
A weakling on a throne or in any place 
of power is not only pitiable but danger- 
ous (v. 5; 1 Sam. 15:24; John 19: 12- 
16). Madame de Pompadour made Louis 
XV of France change the policy of alli- 
ances with Germany to alliance with Aus- 
tria, and it brought on the Seven Years’ 
War, the battle of Rossbach, and the loss 
of Canada. England and America should 
be grateful for strong Christian rulers 
in a day preductive of either weaklings 
or despots. 


PrayeER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for God’s 
continued blessing on the Toronto Jewish 
Mission (366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, 
Can.) and its work for Canadian Jews; 
for its superintendent, Mr. David T. Cant, 
and the office force, for the hcspital and 
street meetings. 


Thurs.—Daniel 6:1-9. Daniel Persecuted. 


Because God had humiliated his own 
people for purposes of chastening, he did 
not propose to allow the Gentile instru- 
ment of punishment to believe he was no 
longer the omnipotent One. jJehovah’s 
power is manifested for the saints against 
the world, first in individual histories 
(Dan. 3 and 6), and next in world-wide 
prophetic pictures (Dan. 2 and 7). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Gow- 
ans Home for Missionaries’ Children of 
the Sudan Interior Mission and other 
missions (366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, 
Can.) at Collingwood, Ont.; for Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. Stock in charge and their 
assistants, Miss Koercher and Miss Buck- 
ner; for al® children separated from mis- 
sionary parents, and for the self-sacrific- 
ing parents. 


Fri.—Acts 5 : 33-42. The Apostles Persecuted. 


The truth of God angered the apostate 
people of God so that they were con- 
tinually seeking Jeremiah’s life. It had 
the same effect when declared coura- 
geously by the apostles before a Sanhe- 
drin that had but lately crucified the Son 
of God (v. 33). When preached in the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





power of the Spirit the truth either con- 
victs or infuriates. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Holy Spirit to give continuing grace to 
those of the Araucanian Indians of Chile, 
South America, who were blessed during 
a recent meeting conducted by the Rev. 
Harry Strachan of the Latin American 
Evangelistic Campaign. 

Sat.—Acts 8 : 1-8, 
The Early Church Persecuted, 

The compensation for persecution is 
always a new induement of the power of 
the Holy Ghost. God seems never to 
be able to trust his Church with prosper- 
ity. When it endures suffering, it does 
its best propagation. It took persecution 
to get the Church out of Jerusalem. 
Maybe it will take similar persecution 
now to get the whole Church out into 
the whole world. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Scripture portions, in the Lwena lan- 
guage, recently sent across the seas and 
two hundred and fifty miles up the Zam- 
besi; for thesScripture Gift Mission who 
supplied the sacred Word to this -tribe in 
Central Africa (the Rev. Francis Brad- 
ing, Scripture Gift Mission, Eccleston 
Hall, Victoria, London, S. W. I., Eng.) 
Sun.—Matthew 5 : 3-11. 

Persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 


When you see a man angered or mop- 
ing because he is jeered at for emphasiz- 
ing true holiness or the coming of the 
Lord, you may be sure there is something 
wrong with him. Persecution of a saint 
right with God brings blessing and ex- 
ceeding gladness, When we get to 
Heaven, we must look up Jeremiah and 
ask him what his reward is (v. 12). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
World’s Sunday School Association work 
in Korea (216 Metropolitan Tower, New 
York City); for the Rev. J. Gordon 
Holdcroft, Korean Secretary; and that 
the memorized Word may bring forth 
rich life harvests. 


HILDREN'S DAY 


Music FRE 


Four different services of Songs and Recitations 
free to Pastor, Superintendent, or Committee. This, 
only, is free. 


FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 


Helper No. 15. 25 cents. Book of Drills, Songs, etc., 
for children. Not sent for examination. 

Specials No, 5. Four complete numbers in one book 
for teen age. 25 cents. Not sent for examination. 

Pageants, Story Cantatas, Books, etc., fully des- 
cribed in our catalogue. Ask for it. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave.,Chicago, III. 
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TWO CENTS EACH for 28 or more. Size 5% x 8 
Send 50 cents for 25 on the Life of Christ 
or os Art Subjects or 25 for Children. 

15 cents in coin or stamps for 
po of 1600 miniature illustrations. 
The Perry Pictures Company 
Box 96 Malden, Mass. 
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this Catalog 


Now ready! Your Service Catalog. 
100 pages of the finest assortment of 
religious publications and supplies for 
every requirement of the Church and 
Church School. Nothing can equal 
this great catalog of neéded supplies. 
Here you will find just the materials 
and helps you have always wanted. 
At prices, too, which are ‘surprisingly 
low. 


No expense has been spared to make 
this catalog a gold mine of infor- 
mation, a reference work on materials 
for the conduct of every church ac- 
tivity. Complete and comprehensive, 
you will find in its pages helpful 
suggestions that will enable you to 
get more out of your church work. 
Send for your copy. It will be 
forwarded promptly. 


THE STANDARD 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Mail The Coupon Today ! 
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Christabel Pankhurst’s Latest Book 
SEEING THE FUTURE 


‘* What is the world coming to?” is the question for 
which Miss Pankhurst seeks an answer. Discussed 
from the standpoint of prophecy. 328 pages. Cloth 


binding- PRICE, $2.50 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


COME TO THE MOUNTAINS OF GEORGIA! 


Tue Toccoa Fats Inst1TuTE offers to consecrated 
men and women a two year Bible course, an excellent 
music department ot an accredited High School 
course, preparing for college. 


Interdenominational, Fundamental, Evangelical 
Delightful climate, country life; modern conveni- 
ences, charges very ‘moderate. 


Address President. Toccoa Falls. Georgia 
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